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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB LEAGUE OFFICIAL DISCUSSES ECONOMIC UNITY 
GF271840 Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 24 Aug 82 p 3 


[Interview with Dr ‘Abd al-Muhsin Zalzalah, Arab League Assistant Secretary 
General, by unidentified al-Bayan correspondent, in Abu Dhabi--date not given] 


[Excerpt] [Question] It is being said that the Arab Economic Unity Council 
is passing through administrative and political circumstances which prevent it 
from playing its role as required and that these circumstances forced its 
secretary general, Dr Fakhri Qadduri, to resign. How is the Arab Economic 
Unity Council? 


[Answer] The Arab Economic Unity Council is more than 18 years old. However, 
we have to admit that the national aspirations which were behind the establish- 
ment of the council were actually stunted by free commercial zones and did 

not reach the levels of the common market. Only 4 Arab countries joined the 
market and this number did not reach 13, the number of Arab countries which 
established the council. Efforts to realize the primary goals of that agree- 
ment have been futile. There are many obstacles ranging from a lack of politi- 
cal action to doubts cast on the usefulness of the methods of integration 
employed to realize the joint goals. 


The greatest problem is that the Arab countries still adopt decisions individual- 
ly and there is no unified Arab paln to embody national goals. This plan does 
not go beyond good wishes. The result of this is that Arab relations have become 
marginal while integrationand links with international markets are established 

at the expense of Arab integration because of the development plans and goals 
rely on links with developed and industrialized countries in trade, investments 
and technology. This is why trade by the Arab Economic Unity Council comprised 
only seven percent of overall Arab trade with the outside world and this per- 
centage is continuously diminishing. 


[Question] One of the reasons which experts ascribe to the weakness of joint 
Arab economic establishments is dualism and overlapping activities by these 
establishments. To what extent has the Arab League tried to overcome this? 


[Answer] Talk about dualism to justify modest Arab integration is an exaggera- 
tion, if not insignificant. After the strategy for joint Arab action was 
approved by the Amman summit, the roles and tasks of all joint action organiza- 














tions within the Arab League were assigned throughout the various stages of 
the plan to increase the efficiency of these organizations, reduce possible 
dualism and save Arab time and effort. 


Furthermore, the economic unity council is the only supreme organization which 
was tasked with preparation of national plans and strategy for joint action, 
implementation and the evaluation of the activities of national establishments 
so that dualism ascribed to Arab economic establishments became of minor impor- 
tance and which we are trying to avoid through dialogue and consultations be- 
tween the Arab League secretariat and various committees of specialized Arab 
organizations. 


[Question] Some people claim that the Gulf economic agreement is outside Pan- 
Arab economic cooperation; some believe that the agreement will obstruct the 
Pan-Arab effort. What is your opinion of the effect of this agreement on joint 
Arab action? 





[Answer] If we assume that political action aims at realizing this goal, we 
find that there are many entries for Arab economic unity. There is the partial 
entry in which Arab countries which have circumstances and systems find factors 
for cohesion among themselves. This type of unity is desired and it is good on 
the condition that it feeds general unity and is an introduction to independence 
and self-sufficiency and not a reason to promote narrow regional action. 


The other entry for economic uaity is the comprehensive one which can embrace 
all Arab countries. The GCC's experience with this vision is still being tested 
and it is premature to judge it. However, the Gulf countries are considerably 
active within Pan-Arab establishments which contribute to Arab developments. 


In my view, we should give the new experiemnt a chance to see if it enhances 
the general unity through development, investments and trade. 


CSO: 4500/296 

















INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


UNRWA ACTIVITIES SAID HARMING PALESTINIAN INTERESTS 
Jerusalem AL-BAYADIR AL-SIYASI No 19, in Arabic 1 Jun 82 pp 20-21 


[Article: "UNRWA's Suspicious Activities; Malicious Activities; Skinner 
Has Met With Milson Numerous Times"] 


[Text] The activities of UNRWA against our people are increasing day by 

day. The offices of this agency have been transformed into nests through 
which intelligence activities are carried out. From Washington by way of 
Vienna it receives orders which its high officials eagerly carry out under 
the cover of the agency's operations and services which have become paralyzed 
since departing from the course they should be following. 


We do not say this artibrarily or out of meanness. We have evidence to prove 
that those who run the agency have become tools to implement a series of 
plans hostile to our people, particularly in the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. 


High officials in UNRWA's various departments have ties to hostile American 
personnel. Recently the activities of the directors of this agency, which 
is p. rt of the United Nations, have started to become clear. 


There is a policy to reduce services to the Palestinian refugees in all 
areas, and there are attempts to reduce the influence of Arab employees ip 
the agency's bureaus and hire others in their place. The UNRWA director 
of operations recently appointed a Norwegian chauffeur rather than an Araw 
employee as director of one of the main offices. 


The Palestinian leadership has frequently warned about UNRWA's activities 
turning into campaigns hostile to the Palestinian people. Intensive and 
broad contracts have been made and meetings have been held in this connec- 
tion. However, this organization has continued to implement the directives 
of the United States, to neglect education facilities, reduce assistance 
and continually threaten to curtail services. This is all part of a plan 
controlled by the Pentagon and developed in the capital of Austria to be 
implemented here by certain people willingly selected for this unholy task. 

















Several days ago UNRWA's director of operations, a Mr Skinner, issued a 
statement in which he attempted to justify his actions after he and his 
assistants had met with the civilian administration personnel. AL-BAYADIR 
AL-SIYASI emphasizes that the aforementioned had met previously with Menahem 
Milson in his office in the Shaykh Jarrah area in Jerusalem on more than 
one occasion, and only tiwce in the main office. Thus the two sides share 

a common point of view. 





Skinner's excuses are becoming baseless and untenable and do not clear him 
of suspicion. 


There is still another important point, namely, the responsibility of certain 
high Arab officials in UNRWA. We are specifically interested in only four. 
Their responsibility is great because they have done terrible things which 
reveal collusion on a large scale with the directors of operations in UNRWA. 
It is their duty to reveal what is going on. They must give up their role 
as mere tools. Their very positions are evidence of their guilt. Besides 
their silence they are taking totally unacceptable actions against their 
brother Arab employees. 


A recent luncheon brought together UNRWA officials Rydbeck and Skinner and 
Menahem Milson, the head of the civilian administration in the West Bank. 
The meeting was held under circumstances that raise more than one question. 
In fact, they conform what we have pointed out in previous issues about the 
new repulsive role being played by high authorized UNRWA officials. 


UNRWA has in fact taken scandalous actions that overstep its authority as 
a UN agency. The most significant of these actions was the statement that 
appeared in one of its publications that the host countries to the refugees 
were Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and Israel. This means that UNRWA annexed the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip to Israel even before Menahem Begin has announced 
such a measure. 


UNRWA's practices have been exposed. Naturally this odious policy will be 
dropped, and the most dangerous part of it has already collapsed. Many 
have paid the costs, and conspiratorial rings have been broken. But what 
is the meaning of this UN organization's transformation into a Pentagon 
branch office? The United Nations must see to it that this stops, and it 
is up to our people to expose it. 


UNRWA's management has ordered its schools in the camps to erect fences and 
barriers around these institutions to comply with the request of the 
authorities. At the al-Duhayshah camp the commissioner general ordered 
that every door in the school be locked except one. We know the meaning 
and purpose behind these measures. 


The same management recently decided to close the girl's training center in 
al-Tayrah, the teachers' training center and the vocational training center 
in Qalandiya. It made the decision on 15 May. While it feared reactions 
to this it also avoided denying the agency's new policy which has been 
exposed. 














When settlers attacked the al-Duhayshah Boys’ Preparatory School Mr Skinner, 
UNRWA's director of operations, was reached by telephone, but he refused to 
come. We have many other examples of,[similar] actions which we are saving 
for future publication along with irrefutable evidence. 


The executive committee of the public services sector and the workers sector 
in the West Bank and the West Bank Federation of Teachers, both of which are 
unions of UNRWA employees, issued a statement deploring the recent measures 
to which UNRWA's management has resorted. The most prominent of these has 
been the political position which has taken shape through the meeting and 
luncheon attended by UNRWA officials and Menahem Milson, the civil 
administrator of the West Bank. The statement said the following: 


"We were shocked that the UNRWA directorate attended this luncheon. The 
civil administration project is nothing but a flagrant violation of the 
Geneva convention and UN resolutions. Yesterday we heard his excellency 
the secretary general of the United Nations express his strong concern over 
the shedding of our people's blood. We find that the Israeli authorities in 
a manner contrary to diplomatic custom are exploiting the visits of high 
UNRWA officials to obtain their blessing for the civil administration 
project.” 


The statement concluded as follows: "In light of this we can only view this 
step by UNRWA's directorate with doubt and suspicion. We have no choice 
but to condemn and reject it in the same way and to the same extent that 
we condemned and rejected the conspiratorial plans for forced emigration. 


"The refugee problem disturbs the Pentagon and Israel. They are worried 

about its perpetuation without a solution. UNRWA's behavior and activities 
have been nothing but an attempt by them to relieve this anxiety and dispel 
this fear. This is part of a plan to eliminate all traces of this matter. 


9123 
CSO: 4423/611 




















INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 





HAIFA WOMEN'S LEADER DISCUSSES ISSUES OF CONCERN TO WOMEN 
Jerusalem AL-BAYADIR AL-SIYASI No 19, in Arabic 1 Jun 82 pp 63-64 


[Interview with Maryam Abu Hamid Mar'a by AL-BAYADIR AL-SIYASI in Haifa: 
"What We Need Are National Organizations Concerned With Children; 
Palestinian Women Have Great Self-Confidence; date not specified] 


[Text] Palestinian women are concerned about many things. Here, at home 
and everywhere they work to achieve effective and complete participation 
with men in all sectors. They have embraced progress, and warch 
confidently toward a bright tomorrow that is sure to come. 


In whatever situation or place she finds herself the Palestinian woman 

carries the concerns of her people. She is trying to liberate them and restore 
their rights. In Haifa AL-BAYADIR AL-SIYASI met with Palestinian sister 
Maryam Abu Hamid Mar'a. The following interview took place. 


[Question] Who are you? 


[Answer] 1 am Maryam Abu Hamid Mar'a. I was born in Akko in 1945. I was 
educated there and at the Christian Nuns" School in Haifa, where I 
completed my secondary school studies. 


[Question] Your college education? 


[Answer] 1 began my studies at Haifa University, studying education and 
arabic language for 1 year. Family circumstances forced me to move with 
my husband to the United States, where I studied for a year, but did not 
receive a university degree. I returned home to complete my education 
here, but not in the Arabic language department, because the department 
did not meet my expectations. In the United States I studied arts along 
with education. I received a BA in education and arts from Haifa 
University, and an MA in world education from the University of Michigan 
in the United States. 


[Question] What do you do? 




















[Answer] I was a lecturer at the Arab Teachers' College in Haifa for 4 
years. I am now an educational consultant at the Arab Orthodox College in 
Haifa. lI am a doctoral candidate at an American university. I plan to 
travel next year to complete my remaining work to receive my doctorate. 


[Question] What is the subject of your doctoral dissertation? 


[Answer] My subject is the Arab woman as a factor for change in Arab 
society. I postulate a basic hypothesis that says that the educated working 
woman is a more effective factor for change than the educated woman who 

does not work or the working woman who is uneducated. I personally have 
applied this hypothesis in my own life. 


[Question] To what extent does a wife's work effect her home, her husband 
and her children? 


[Answer] It is commonly supposed that the only effects are negative. The 
effect is there, but the extent of its negativeness or positiveness depends 
on the circumstances in which each working woman lives. If there is an 
intelligent accommodation between work and the home the positive factors 
will outweigh the negative factors. On the contrary, a woman's work gives 
her an identity. In her work she learns about the world directly, not 
through her husband. This builds her self-confidence and makes her feel 
secure. This is reflected in her attitude toward her husband, her children 
and society. 


[Question] Do you think that a woman's work and her absence from the home 
create a greater need for love and affection in the children? 


[Answer] Love will be present if the woman provides an appropriate 
atmosphere and makes an accommodation between her work and her responsibility 
in the home. The woman who has not yet been liberated from the complex that 
she is sinning whenever she has been absent from the home always returns 
home brimming with love. She gives love to make up for her absence from the 
home and from her children. I believe that the woman who does not work does 
not have these same intense feelings because she is always at home. This 
may have a negative influence on her relations with her family. (At any 
rate, this view is worth discussing. We would be delighted if our female 
readers discussed it. The pages of AL-BAYADIR AL-SIYASI are open for 
reacers’ comments). 


[Question] Do you have activities outside your official job? 


[Answer] I have numerous activities. I give lectures on my field of 
specialization. I believe that we have particularly important duty to our 
sisters who have not been educated because they are mothers who need 
guidance and assistance. I and several women residents of Akko founded an 
association we named the Akko Women's Association. It has 15 married and 


about 75 unmarried women members. 

















Our purpose is to broaden awareness and culture and to preserve our 
Palestinian heritage and identity. We are in the midst of establishing 
an Arab kindergarten in new Akko most of whose residents are non-Arab. 


[Question] Do you believe in the role of the nursery school in raising the 
younger generation and producing the youth of the future? 


[Answer] I totally believe in it because the child's personality is formed 
during the first 5 years of his life. If he is surrounded by positive 
experiences during this period the child's talents will be developed and he 
will develop into a healthy, well-adjusted adult. Putting our children in 
non-Arab nursery schools has had a tangibly harmful effect on them. In fact, 
we have established a nursery school for our Arab children which has 40 to 
45 children. 


[Question] What is your view on birth control and family planning? 


[Answer] I believe in quality and not in quantity, despite the .uct that 
the circumstances of our Palestinian people make it necessary for us to be 
concerned with quantity also because we are struggling for survival. We 
therefore must be concerned with quantity also. Wouldn't it be nice if that 
did not have to be at the expense of quality, and we could have both quality 
and quantity at the same time. 


[Question] What is your view of the situation of Arab women? 


[Answer] The Palestinian woman who lives at home suffers from contradictions 
and conflicts on all levels: personal, national, educational and general. 

On the personal level the woman has begun to feel as though she is her own 
master. She wants to cooperate with men, and not live only in their shadow. 
This sometimes puts her in conflict with men who have begun to sense that 

the hereditary rights they have had for generations are being challenged. 


[Question] Do you have an Islamic Arab background? I believe that there can 
be no Arabism without Islam, and no Islam without Arabism. Both are linked 
with each other, and must be mixed together. Do you agree with me about this? 


[Answer] I agree with you. I personally am very enthusiastic about studying 
Islamic religion and religious law in order to understand myself as a 

Muslim woman because I have lived with others of my generation for several 
years and we are still groping about without awareness «{ the true Islamic 
Law. Our ideas about the customs, traditions and the essence of the religion 
itself are confused. 


[Question] How did the first catastrophe--the one of 1948--affect you? 


[Answer] Your question reminds me of the subject of a composition our 
teacher asked us to write in the fifth or sixth form. He asked us to write 
about our childhood. I did not have a childhood, and I found no significance 
attached to childhood. When my family was driven from Akko in 1948 I was 

a child. My memory is of flight and homelessness. It left me with bitterness 
and emotional complexes which make me think of all homeless children. 














[Question] What is your role as an educational advisor in an Arab secondary 
school in which the children are standing at the corssroads? 


[Answer] Students of secondary school age are at the age in which they are 
looking toward the future and thinking about it. I am sorry to find that in 
many cases the students are afraid of the future and of not being able to 
make anything of themselves because they live with a conflict between their 
wants and reality. Take the reality of work, for instance. The students 
know that they are not able to learn what they want or to find jobs in which 
they can use what they have studied. Thus, there is a conflict between 
personal aspirations and intellectual ability confronting the current 
realities of life. The difficulties our youth face with regard to choosing 
a major when they are preparing to enter the universities are well known, 

as are the difficulties of tuition payments and the guarantee of work in 

the future. Despite this we must learn and pursue university study without 
hesitation, in spite of all the difficulties. 


As a consultant I consider it one of my primary duties to develop the 
strengths and abilities of the students and to faithfully give them the 
information, particularly as it pertains to professions in which jobs are 
available. I live with a conflict between the suggestions I can give the 
Students and my knowledge of the reality of the frustration or unfulfilled 
hopes awaiting our students in the future. For example, I met some girls 
who hoped to become airline stewardesses. I encouraged these students to 
depart from the ordinary and knock on new doors. 


[Question] What hopes do you have for the Palestinian child and the 
Palestinian woman? 


[Answer] I am sorry that the Palestinian child is not the master of his 
destiny. The greater the number of informed people around him the greater 
chance he has to obtain his rights as a child. An informed mother and an 
informed family are essential for raising the child and the successful, 
healthy, strong youth. We must depend on the woman and the family because 
there are no national institutions concerned with our children. I hope the 
Palestinian woman wiJi become active at all levels, particularly at the 
political level above all. Without politics success in anyting is impossible. 
The woman who does not know what is going on around her cannot be successful 
in raising her children. 


There are numerous questions and various ideas which can be raised at an 
interview such as this with sister Maryam who is preparing for her doctoral 
dissertation. Finally, I hope that the number of educated men and women 
among our people increases so that we can have happy families and build 

a happy society. 


9123 
CSO: 4423/611 














PERSIAN GULF AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


BAHRAINI, OMANI INFORMATION OFFICIALS--Manama, 26 Aug (QNA)--Bahraini Infor- 
mation Minister 'Abd al-Rahman al-Mu'ayyad today met with ‘Abdallah Sakhr 
al-'Amiri, director general of information at the Omani Information Ministry, 
who conveyed a message from Omani Information Minister "Abd al-'Aziz al-Rawwas. 
The message deals with the charter of the code of conduct in the information 
media which Oman is currently submitting to the GCC as a framework for uni- 
fiedi action in the information field so that action can proceed along a real- 
istic and truthful line and avoid all that can harm the region and its citi- 
zens. WAKH reports that during the meeting Al-Mu'ayyad emphasized Bahrain's 
interest in unifying GCC information policy so as to serve GCC interests 

and convey GCC objectives through its information media to the world. The 
Bahraini minister expressed the hope that agreement will be reached on a uni- 
fied information program during the meeting of GCC information ministries' 
under secretaries in Abu Dhabi in September. The Omani information official 
arrived in Manama from Kuwait on 25 August on a visit to Bahrain that will 
last several days and is part of his tour of area countries. [Text] [GF270626 
Doha QNA in Arabic 1930 GMT 26 Aug 82] 


cso: 4400/471 
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ALGERIA 


CONTINUED ALGIERS PORT CONGESTION EXAMINED 
Algiers ACTUALITE in French 5-11 Aug 82 pp 12-13 
[Article by Amar Abbas: "Still Congested"] 


[Text] "The port of Algiers administrative board calls upon national firms 
having goods on docks awaiting delivery to improve their pickup capacity so 
as to clean up this situation that is detrimental to the proper operation of 
the port...." 


The above was a communique of the port of Algiers that appeared in the national 
press. One among many others. It is addressed to a few uational companies. 
However, all are, to varying degrees, concerned over this veritable cry of 
distress. Dozens of vessels anchored in the harbor; millions of tons of 

goods awaiting delivery; a port that is being stifled; dispersed energies; 
millions in foreign exchange going into the pockets of various foreign 
shipowners. 


Nevertheless, except for a few immediate port operations, no other public or 
private users appears to be concerned. "The crisis point has been reached," 
we were told by the official in charge of the Algiers Port Enterprise [EPA]. 
"They do not seem to understand that port areas are not intended for storage 
purposes. The port is only a transit point." This sentiment was expressed 
by other officials of SONAMA [National Freight Handling Company] and ONP 
[National Fishing Office], as well as customs officials. 


A short visit to the port is enlightening in more than one respect. What a 
fantastic amount of goods we import! From cement to grain products, from 
vehicles to other industrial tools, everything goes through the port. Even 
mundane copper wire and match boxes, unpacked goods in containers, every sort 
of cargo is present. 


With an average of 10 vessels handled dailyy the freight handling is 

certainly high, but "this performance," the EPA official said, “is accomplished 
to the detriment of the port infrastructure." Some 12,000 to 15,000 tons of 
freight are unloaded daily, of which 11,000 are regularly removed. The SONAMA 
officials specifically said, "The performance yield would increase by 25 percent 
if national companies were to remove an average of 15,000 tons daily." He 

added bitterly, "But this is still not the case." 
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This situation is nothing new for the port of Algiers. It has been such since 
1969. In 1975, it reached its peak, resulting in a veritable general outcry. 
The late Presedent Houari Boumediene himself intervened by visiting the port 
of Algiers, using the expedient of Regulation 75/40 for promoting the removal 
of the freight. However, nothing came of it. Each year brings the port its 
share of discontent. The reasons for it are as numerous as they are diverse. 
The most important one has to do with the port infrastructure itself. All 
opinions are unanimous on this: "The Port of Algiers was not conceived to 
handle traffic as big as this," we were told by various officials with whom 
we talked. The ONP labor council stressed, "Since its construction, this 

port has not experienced any significant changes." At the EPA, we were told, 
"The quays have the same linear measurements as they did in 1962. There has 
been no real expansion although the population has quadrupled and its needs are 
constantly growing."' With its 37 quays (close to 42 operational stations) 
stretching out over only 6.5 kilometers, this port cannot claim handling 

goods exceeding 5 million tons a year. That is truly pathetic compared with 
the port of Antwerp (70 million) or Marseilles (110 million tons). Compared 
with international ports, the port of Algiers easily looks like a handkerchief. 
"Since the beginning of the first 4-year plan, a new kind of traffic had to be 
confronted, as well as an extremely large amount of tonnage made necessary by 
the requirements of the national economy, something that seems very difficult 
for the port of Algiers which had been essentially conceived for the needs 

of colonial exports. Infrastructure has its limits." 





According to the opinion of the ATU [Plant Workers Assembly]-ONP, ''The 
equipment is more than antiquated. Only about 10 of the cranes are 
operational. Many of the elevator cars are broken down. Besides, there is 
no inspection, no followups, no maintenance." How could it be otherwise 
when the cranes, for example, are used by the national freight handling 
company, while their maintenance is assured by ONP? 


Moreover, the types of vessels are not the same as in 1962. Today, there are 
bigger vessels that require bigger means of handling (quays, draft, etc.). 
The average draft is only 7 meters, while at least double that is needed to 
claim being able to handle big vessels. This evidently poses the problem of 
dredging which occurs only from time to time and especially on a selective 
basis (quay edges and stretches of water). 


Other drawbacks, such as the impossibility of properly conducting night 
operations makes the dark picture even darker. At the port ATU, we were told, 
"Night work has remained wishful thinking through lack of tracks and especially 
of lighting facilities. The port of Algiers is lighted only for guard 

purposes. Rare are the companies that work at night, and under what conditions!" 


It seems, according to port authorities, that this aspect of the problem is on 
the verge of being settled. Namely, that the SONELEC [Algerian National 
Company for the manufacture and Installation of Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment] will, between now and 1985, install a new system permitting proper 
night work. 


Nevertheless, it remains to be known that if the port of Algiers is 
experiencing enormous difficulties, they are not due solely to its "status" as 
a small port with limited means. 
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The share of the users has much to do with this alarming situation. The 
official of the Algiers port enterprise said, “We are making tremendous 
efforts in all fields but there are no corresponding ones from others. There 
are distinct shortcomings by the port users that must be attacked by all 
means." 


And these shortcomings are all the more true as their effects are easily seen. 
Take the first citizen who comes by and ask him about the tons of goods 
awaiting delivery in the port. He will talk to you about it at length. And 
especially witli bitterness. Or take a walk on the ocean front and you will get 
a rather exact idea of this veritable mess. Thousands of tons of goods, from 
a mere nut to industrial machinery, are stagnating without anyone seeming to 
be concerned. Other goods are simply "forgotten." "We have certain packages 
whose addresses are no longer even known, so much have the years and the 
weather obliterated the writing." Here there are crates split open with 

their contents lying on the ground. Over there are medicines that have been 
claimed...And to think that it had to take so much effort and foreign currency 
to import them! 


The port of Algiers is patronized by 66 users, 25 of them big ones. For the 
most part, they are made up of the state sector. And all are more or less 
involved in this deplorable junk shop. We talked with two of them. 


First of all, ONACO [Algerian National Marketing Office]. The official in 
charge of supplies at the office level painted a rather encouraging picture: 
"We can say that ONACO has, especially this year, its delivery program under 
control by 90 percent." On the basis of the overall import program. The 
office sets its delivery program at the level of each port. Its imports are 
known. They range from sugar to coffee, spices, dairy products, industrial 
products, etc. It imports between 400,000 to 500,000 tons of goods annually. 
"Our program is broken down by month. We receive the equivalent of 35,000 
tons of goods that we handle upon arrival with our own port unit. Generally, 
we do not encounter any difficulties at the port level. Nevertheless, the 
limited number of quays and the lack of material means impose on us two 

major constraints. The first is the fact that vessels assigned to us remain 
anchored in the harbor more than necessary. When we have two vessels containing 
the same product (one with packaged sugar and the other with sugar in bulk), 
it becomes very difficult for us to have the second vessel come in. We are 
obliged to handle removal of the contents of the second vessel using block and 
tackle. You can well imagine the line of trucks that would require and the 
storage facilities that would be required for us. There is also the fact that 
SONAMA often does not give us the personnel that we consider necessary for 
removing the goods. Nevertheless, despite these few difficulties, ONACO is 
managing the best way it can to handle 80 percent of these products so that 
there would never be a break in the stocks. 


"In short, the situation has clearly improved at ONACO in comparison with 
past years because we have effectively gained control over our imports. Of 
course, we have storage problems, especially refrigeration facilities, but 
generally speaking we do not have much to complain about, except perhaps the 
fact that we do not feel that the waiting period for the proper handling of 
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customs documents is sufficient (15 to 20 days)." 


Another national company is the SNIC [National Chemical Industries Company]. 
The things that the official of this company's port unit told us were 
different from what the ONACO official told us, for the SNIC is among those 
companies that are the regular object of those "notices to users." This 
company imports thousands of products exceeding about 100,000 tons a year. 
Detergents to paint, a whole line of useful products both for household use 
as well as for industry. He told us, "We have set monthly programs which are 
difficult to respect because of the fact that the import rate is not steady. 
It is, therefore, virtually impossible to regulate the flow of vessels." 


Recently, this firm was ordered to proceed to the removal of 4,000 tons of 
goods awaiting delivery in the port. Did it do it? "No, we cannot handle 
4,000 tons weekly because there are no facilities for that." According to the 
official, there are several reasons for that. First of all, the storage 

areas. "While production and imports are increasing, surface areas have 
remained the same. Even the buffer zones of Reghaia and Oued Smar are not 
managing to alleviate the deficit." Then, the lifting equipment on the vessels 
themselves are not sufficient. The same holds true for means of transportation. 
"Currently, the port unit has only 242 tons available in vehicles for use for 
storage destinations, the closet of which is 15 kilometers away. You can 
imagine the number of tips that would have to be made, while the ALN [National 
Liberation Army] road (sheeplike)--the only exit road--is more than saturated." 


The above has to do with means. But for this official, there are also other 
constraints that result in goods remaining in the port longer than necessary. 
"There are the documents that take several days for issuance, especially those 
having to do with banks. The same holds true for methodology in the work 
program. If you have a vessel anchored in the harbor, there are at least two 
approaches to be considered for its being unloaded: customs will not issue 
the form to proceed with unloading until the vessel is actually at the quay, 
but the ONP will not give you the quay station until you promise to begin 
operations immediately. Something that is almost impossible. Then what? 


"Moreover, we are, together with Sonatrach, the biggest importers using block 
and tackle for unloading purposes. That is very troublesome for us because in 
order to unload 5,000 tons we have to put aside all our other operations and to 
have at hand all the SNTR [National Highway Transportation Company] vehicles." 
It goes without saying that SNIC is aware of the bottleneck problem that the 
port is going through but it cannot do otherwise. Does this mean that nothing 
is being done? "Problems are sometimes solved but only through contacts that 
could be had with people because there are no regulations for that, especially 
in connection with the example given a while ago." 


Our official concluded as follows: "Despite the difficulties our port unit is 
undergoing, we commit ourselves not to exceed the 4,000 tons that we have at 
the port level." 


After having discussed the problem with port authorities and several users, we 
now will let an important operator in this field, namely the customs 
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administration, speak. Ordinarily, all the bottleneck problems are attributed 
to the unwieldiness of customs formalities. What does the port officer think 
about that? "That question was valid some time ago. It is no longer the 
case now because we grant broad facilities to the public services, even going 
beyond the texts themselves. The only formality we require on the spot is a 
letter committing the user (importer) to straighten out his situation in a 
space of 8 days after the removal of the merchandise. Almost all the big 
companies use the system of letters of commitment. Unfortunately, not only 
does that not suffice to unblock the port area, but more and more rare are 
those firms that respect the time limit for straightening out their situation. 
As soon as they get their goods, they "neglect" formalities and it is up to us 
to run after them...It also happens that certain national companies do not 
remove their merchandise despite the fact that they have in their possession 
the necessary form for unloading. This evidently does not include duties and 
taxes that are collected only with very great difficulty, or that are rarely 
paid, reports that are not made known, etc. As for facilities, there is also 
the system of subcustoms areas. We have shifted the quays for some companies, 
in their units themselves. We proceed to transfer their merchandise with a 
mere escort form and a customs agent in place to take care of formalities, 
but despite all of this, these companies still have large amounts at the 

port level." 


Our interlocutor explained the port bottleneck through such things as bad 
import programming, lack of storage areas for nearly all national companies 
and also sometimes the refusal to do night work. With regard to goods that 
have exceeded the necessary time limit, the port officer said that they are 
put up for auction if they belong to private individuals (something that is 
very rare because they are always up-to-date on such pickups) or sold 
privately to the importer when they belong to the public sector, "something 
that happens very often," our interlocutor concluded. 


Both users and port operators recognize that the situation has gone beyond the 
warning period, but each one tries to justify his inactivity by evoking many 
difficulties that he is meeting in the accomplishment of his task. In the 
meantime, the port infrastructure is overburdened by tons of goods that are 
piling up, in this way blocking a big part of economic activity. So, what is 
to be done? 


The EPA official told us, "We must envision the construction of a new port and 
in the meanwhile add at least 1 kilometer of quays to the port of Algiers." 


The construction of a new port seems to us all the more necessary when we 
realize that as far as ports are concerned we must be 20 years in advance and 
especially when we are losing in payments for demurrage and overcost expenses 
(foreign currency) at the equivalent of half a port each year.... 


5671 
cso: 4519/274 


15 




















BAHRAIN 


BRIEFS 


LITERACY STATISTICS--Manama--Bahrain today can claim to be having the highest 
percentage of literate population in the Middle East region. The conclusion 
is based on the latest census figures which show a dramatic decline of il- 
literates between 1971 and 1981. While in 1971, 52 percent of Bahrain's popu- 
lation was illiterate, th: percentage dropped to 26 in 1981. This also means 
a literacy rate of 75 percent today. This applies to people above the age of 
10. [Excerpt] [GF061146 Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 6 Sep 82 p 4] 


cso: 4400/472 


16 














EGY PT 


MUBARAK MEETS WITH OPPOSITION PARTY LEADERS 
NC041516 Cairo MENA in English 1436 GMT 4 Sep 82 


[Text] Cairo, 4 Sep (MENA)--President Husni Mubarak today briefed the leaders 
of the three opposition: parties on the Egyptian viewpoint vis-a-vis the recent 
initiative of U.S. President Ronald Reagan on the Middle East. 


Mustafa Kamil Murad, head of the Liberals Party, said he communicated to the 
president of his party's viewpoint regarding the initiative which he described 
as "positive" and "clear" and "paves the way before the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation for negotiations." 


Murad added that the party has some reservations as the initiative did not 
mention the right of the Palestinians for self-determination which is included 
in the Camp David Accords and which President Reagan adheres to. 


Murad also believed the initiative is the fruit of efforts exerted by the 
Egyptian Government during the Israeli invasion of Lebanon. 


Khalid Muhyi ad-Din, head of the national progressive gathering, said the meet ing 
falls within the context of the policy pursued by President Husni Mubarak 

namely conducting consultations with the different parties on important issues. Muhyi 
ad-Din said he expressed his initial viewpoint towards the American initiative 
which has not yet been discussed by the party. 


He noted that his party has its own attitude towards Camp David Accords and 
the Palestinians autonomy and right for self-determination. 


Ibrahim Shukri, head of the Labour Party, said he discussed with President Mubarak 
the Palestinian cause in the light of the recent developments. He added he also 
notified the president of his party's view towards the initiative. 


Shukri said the initiative needs further study so the party's executive 
committee will convene to prepare a comprehensive study following which the 


party will declare its stance. 


The initiative includes some positive aspects, Shukri said but noted that 
some remarks on it will be made. 


CSO: 4500/291 
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EGYPT 


NEW PRESIDENTIAL DECREE REORGANIZES MINISTRY OF ECONOMY 
Cairo AL-JARIDAH AL~RASMIYAH in Arabic No 28, 15 Jul 82 pp 1944-47 


[Decree: "Decree 338 of the President of the Arab Republic of Egypt for 1982 
Organizing the Ministry of Economy and Foreign Trade"/ 


[text/ The president: 

After reading the constitution; 

Law 50 for 1970 regarding people engaged in commercial representation; 
Law 137 for 1974 on imports, exports and currency; 

Law 118 for 1975 on imports and exports; 

Law 120 for 1975 on the Central Bank and the banking system; 


Law 97 for 1976 organizing foreign currency transactions; 


= 


Law 10 for 1981 establishing the Egyptian Insurance Oversight Authority; 
Law 120 for 1981 establishing the National Import Export Bank; 
Presidential Decree 101 for 1975 organizing the Ministry of Trade; ' 


Presidential Decree 93 for 1978 organizing the Ministry of Economy and Economic 
Cooperation; 


Presidential Decree 450 for 1980 on guidance of the commercial representation 
system; 


Presidential Decree Four for 1982 on formation of the cabinet; 
And the agreement of the Council of Ministers; 


And on the basis of the stipulations the Council of State has considered appro= 
priate: 
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Has decreed: 


Monetary Fund, regional monetary funds, countries, and regional and international 
institutions, organizations and conferences active in the field of foreign trade. 


Planning different aspects of activity in the areas of economics and foreign 
trade and carrying out and monitoring plans within the context of the general 
policy of the government. 


Drawing up financing and monetary policies including matters related to policy 
on the exchange rate of the Egyptian pound. 


organization, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the European 


Market, the commercial and economic activity of the Organization of African 
Unity, the nonaligned group and commodity agreements, supervising Egypt's rela- 
tions with them, and striving to consolidate then. 


Taking part in multilateral economic and trade negotiations. 


Representing and looking after the Arab Republic of Egypt's commercial and eco- 
nomic interests vis-a-vis various countries and Supervising multilateral and 
bilateral relations connected to these interests vis-a-vis those countries, 


Studying, preparing, concluding and amending trade and payments agreements and 
protocols on them and monitoring their execution, 


Following up on the measures of approving bilateral and multilateral agreements 
the ministry concludes in accordance with the provisions of the constitution and 
monitoring their execution. 


Preparing the drafts of laws and decrees organizing foreign currency transactions, 
supervising their execution, issuing monetary rules in execution of the bills and 
adopting legal measures when these rules are violated. 
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Preparing commodity studies necessary to ascertain actual needs, the materials 
available for export, and the materials required for imports with the objective 
of setting out an export and import commodity structure and translating that 
into a monetary structure. 

Preparing the annual draft of the monetary budget and periodic programs for the 
financing of the budget, monitoring the execution of the programs in the context 
of various commodities and sectors and preparing periodic reports on the results 
of the monitoring process. 

Presenting suitable recommendations with the objective of developing production 
in the light of demand in foreign markets and the tastes of consumers in those 
markets and setting out plans to cope with foreign competition, in order to 
develop and stimulate Egyptian exports, open up new markets for them and increase 
revenues from then. 

Preparing research and studies in various economic fields, monitor:.ng economic 
and international developments and issuing publications containing local and 
international economic news. 

Article Two. 


The ministry's organizational structure will consist of the following subdivi- 
sions: 


The Office of the Minister. This will consist of: 


Departments for/ planning, research, an information center, security, legal 
affairs, citizens' services, followup, and public relations. 


Monitoring authority and body affairs. 
Foreign currency. 

Terms of trade. 

Foreign trade. 

International foreign trade organizations. 
Commercial representation. 

Administrative development. 

The secretariat general. 


Article Three. The minister of economy and foreign trade will supervise the 
following authorities and bodies: 


The Egyptian Central Bank and the banking system. 


The General Insurance Oversight Authority and insurance companies. 
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The General International Exhibition and Market Affairs Authority. 
The General Import Export Oversight Authority. 
The Egyptian Export Development Center. 
The General Cotton Arbitration and Testing Authority. 
The General Cotton Gin Development Authority. 
The National Import Export Bank and foreign trade companies. 
The Higher Insurance Sector Council. 
The Higher Foreign Trade Sector Council. 
The Higher Cotton Sector Council. 
The government's representative to the Cotton Exporters! Federation. 
ticle Four. The minister of economy and foreign trade will issue decrees 
bearing on the internal organizational structure of the ministry mentioned in 
Article Two of this decree specifying the areas of competence of the subdivi- 
sions included in this structure after the opinion of the Central Organization 
and Administration Agency has been obtained. 


Article Five. Everything which is contrary to this decree will be abrogated. 


Article Six. This decree will be published in AL~JARIDAH AL=RASMIYAH and will 
be in effect as of the date of its publication. 


Issued by the Office of the Presidency on 28 June 1982. 


[Signed/ Husni Mubarak. 


11887 
CSO: 4504/432 
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EGYPT 


DECREE FORMS NEW INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT MINISTRY 
Cairo AL-JARIDAH AL-RASMIYAH in Arabic No 28, 15 Jul 82 pp 1948-52 


[Decree: "Decree 339 of the President of the Arab Republic of Egypt for 1982 
Organizing the Ministry of International Investment and Cooperation Affairs"/ 


[Text/ The president: 

After reading the constitution; 

Law 133 for 1951 on pursuit of the accounting and auditing profession; 
Law 161 for 1957 on the General Securities Exchange Bill; 

Law 43 for 1974 on the statute on Arab and foreign money and free zones; 


Law 159 for 1981 issuing the law on joint stock companies, stock limited 
partnership companies and limited liability companies; 


Presidential Decree 93 for 1978 organizing the Ministry of Economic Cooperation; 
Presidential Decree 520 for 1979 establishing the General Money Market Authority; 


Presidential Decree 527 for 1981 transferring the General Corporation Department 
to the Ministry of Economy; 


Presidential Decree Four for 1982 forming the cabinet; 
The agreement of the Council of Ministers; 


And on the basis of the stipulations the Council of State has considered appro= 
priate: 


Has decreed: 


Article One. The Ministry of International Investment and Cooperation Affairs 
has the following objectives: 
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One. In the field of investment. 





Supporting, encouraging, developing and guiding investments in the Arab Republic 
of Egypt in general, whether domestic, foreign or joint, in a manner which will 

bring benefit to the domestic economy and providing services and facilities con- 
cerned with investment affairs in the light of the goals of the national plan in 
@ manner which will result in enhanced rates of development. 


Two. In the field of international cooperation. 


Striving to organize, develop and consolidate economic relations and bring 
about the objectives of these relations between the Arab Republic of Egypt, 

the Arab countries and international and regional financing authorities and or- 
ganizations. 


In order to carry this out, the ministry will engage in the following areas of 
competence: 


Planning various aspects of activity in international investment and cooperation 
areas and carrying out and monitoring plans in the context of general govern= 
ment policy. 


Drawing up general policy related to the support and encouragement of investments 
in Egypt and the free zones in accordance with the economic development plan, 
setting up and coordinating plans, programs and priorities of execution in order 
to carry out policies that are approved, and monitoring and evaluating their 
results. 


Drawing up general government policy in the realm of international economic 
cooperation with Arab and foreign countries and international and regional 
financing authorities and organizations in a manner guaranteeing the attainment 
of economic development and the attainment of care for and development of eco= 
nomic interests in this development. Preparing and concluding bilateral, 
regional and international agreements in the field of international economic 
Cooperation and technical aid, carrying out procedures for approving them and 
monitoring the execution of these agreements, whether with governments or with 
international and regional authorities and organizations. 


Preparing and concluding agreements on loans, facilities, financial guarantees, 
aid and agreements on the rescheduling of debts with foreign governments and 
authorities subordinate to them, carrying out procedures for approving then, 
and following up on their execution. 


Preparing and concluding investment guarantee agreements with Arab and foreign 
governments. 


Representing the Arab Republic of Egypt and providing supervision, guidance and 
followup with regard to Egypt's relations with all international and regional 
financing authorities, organizations and institutions, investment guarantee 
organizations and domestic, regional and international organizations involved in 
economic aid, 
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Monitoring the disbursement of foreign loans and grants with the disbursing and 
granting bodies and preparing periodic reports on the status of the disbursement 
process. 


Preparing drafts of laws and decrees regulating and encouraging domestic, for- 
eign and joint investment and seeking to prepare a suitable climate to attract 
Arab and foreign capital in a manner guaranteeing the attainment of the goal, 
guaranteeing participation in the development of the domestic economy and stim 
ulation of the money market, and guaranteeing the protection of investors. 





Setting out plans, monitoring participation by government administrative system 
units and the public sector in Arab and foreign joint investment projects 
established in Egypt or abroad and approving projects presented by them in 
areas of economic cooperation. 


Studying drafts presented by the various ministries in the fields of economic 
cooperation and technical and economic aid. 


Supervising the execution of the provisions of Law 159 for 1981 and pursuing 
measures to establish and conduct surveillance over companies in a manner guar- 
anteeing that the country's laws are respected and the national economy is 
protected. 


Preparing drafts of laws and decrees related to attainment of the ministry's 
objectives. 

Article Two. A general department will be established known as the Department 
of Corporations which will be subordinate to the Ministry of International In- 
vestment and Cooperation Affairs and will consist of the General Office of 
Corporations, transferred from the Ministry of Economy, and the General Sur- 
veillance of Accountants and Auditors, transferred from the Ministry of Finance. 


Article Three. The ministry's organizational structure will consist of the 
following main subdivisions: 


The Office of the Minister, which will consist of: 

[Department for/ planning, research, an information center, security, legal 
affairs, citizens' services, followup, organization and administration, and pub- 
lic relations. 

Cooperation with Europe, Asia and North and South America. 

Cooperation with the United States of America. 

Arab and African cooperation. 

International and regional financing authorities and organizations. 


Planning and followup of economic cooperation projects and foreign aid. 


The Department of Corporations. 
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The secretariat general. 


Article Four. The minister of international investment and cooperation affairs 
will supervise the following authorities and bodies: 


The General Authority for the Investment of Arab and Foreign Money and the Free 
Zones. 


The General Money Market Authority. 
The government's representatives with securities exchanges. 


Article Five. The minister of international investment and cooperation affairs 
Will be considered the minister with jurisdiction regarding the execution of 
the provisions of Laws 133 for 1951, 161 for 1957, 43 for 1974, and 159 for 
1981. 


The minister of international cooperation and investment affairs and the Ministry 
of International Cooperation and Investment Affairs will also take the Place of 
the minister of economy, the Ministry of Economy and other ministers and mini- 
stries as regards the areas of competence which have been transferred to the 
Ministry of International Cooperation and Investment affairs in accordance with 
this decree. 


Article Six. The minister of international investment and cooperation affairs 
Will issue the decrees bearing on the internal organizational structure of the 
ministry in accordance with the contents of Articles Two and Three of this 

decree and determination of the areas of competence of the sections included 

in this structure, after taking the views of the Central Organization and Admini- 
stration Agency. 


Article Seven. Everything which is contrary to this decree will be abrogated. 


Article Eight. This decree will be published in AL—JARIDAH AL=RASMIYAH and 
will be in effect as of the date on which it is published. 


Issued by the Office of the President on 28 June 1982. 


[Signea/ Husni Mubarak. 


11887 
CSO: 4504/432 
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EGYPT 


SEVERE DROP IN AVAILABILITY OF RICE ANALYZED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 25 Jul 82 p9 


[Article by Husayn Shahbun: "The Question for Which People Are Seeking an Answer: 
Why Has the Rice on Which There Are No Controls Disappeared Even Though Its Ex- 
ports Have Been Suspended?"/ 


[Text/ This is a question for which every citizen is seeking an answer, now that 
the rice lines in front of the consumer cooperatives have become longer and more 
violent than those for chicken or meat. The only thing it is easy to obtain now 
is Supply Ministry/ rice, whose situation is no secret to anyone. However, 
packaged rice, whose situation is a little better, has become hard to obtain. 


It is true that the Ministry of Supply has allotted a single 2.5-kilogram pack- 
age to each supply card, no matter how many people might be listed in it. The 
rest is loose rice on which housewives must devote one or more days removing a 
few grains from.the tremendous pile of impurities and little pebbles with which 
they are mixed. 


The question is, where is the rice on which there are no controls? Indeed, where 
has Egypt's rice gone, although we were once a rice-exporting country, up to a 
few years ago, when our exports dropped from about a million tons in 1957 to just 
94,000 tons in 1979, and more or less disappeared in 1981? 


Dr Yusuf Wali, minister of agriculture and self-sufficiency in food, states: 


"The Ministry of Supply has control over the bulk of rice production, since exist~ 
ing legislation compels farmers to supply a share of 1.5 tons of barley rice per 
feddan to gathering centers, and the wholesale price of special rice is set at 
about 46 pounds per ton as compared with 50 pounds retail. This type is handled 
only through supply cards; of that, a portion of about 660 tons a month is al- 
lotted to the al-kushari and dairy shops in Cairo alone. Excellent and modified 
rice is priced at about 120 pounds per ton as compared with 140 pounds retail. 
That is distributed for family consumption in the consumer cooperatives, self- 
sufficiency in food companies, hospitals, schools, university towns, meals for 
factory workers, clubs, sesame bread bakeries and restaurants. The Supply 
Ministry produces high-grade rice (al-Camalinu) at a price of 400 pounds per tonk 
and long-grain rice at 500 pounds. This it allocates to embassies, airlines, 
foreign schools, private hospitals and tourist activities. 
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"The ministry has worked without letup to stabilize the retail price of rice, 

as is the situation with respect to wheat and wheat products. As a result of 
this, rice has become much cheaper than other commodities; therefore the in- 
creased per capita consumption of rice has accelerated. Average per capita con- 
sumption rose from 25 kilograms per year in 1975 to about 36 kilograms in 1980. 
If the Supply Ministry keeps up its policy of having retail vrices decrease, 

the anticipated rice consumption figures will rise above this. Perhaps that has 
prompted people to use rice as fodder for poultry, now that the price for rice 
at the retail level has become lower than the prices of concentrated fodder. 

By this, we do not mean that the consumer should be made to bear new burdens, 
but rice pricing must be restored in a fair manner that will realize the inter- 
ests of consumers with limited incomes and farmers and at the same time protect 
the government from the subsidies it is paying out for different types of high- 
grade rice. The compulsory prices include broad subsidies which are estimated 
at about 108 pounds a ton for special rice as compared with 39.4 pounds for 
excellent and modified rice, and the total burden on the government treasury 
comes to about 60.8 million pounds a year. In actuality, the value of the sub 
sidy is greater than this, because the Ministry of Supply calculates its figures 
at a rate of 85 pounds per ton while the control-free price is 150 pounds and 
the world price comes to about 260 pounds. Therefore, assuming that the um 
brella price for rice is 150 pounds per ton, these figures for the disguised 
subsidies the Ministry of Supply compels the farmer to pay on behalf of consumers 
(of various levels and capabilities) comes to about an additional 100 pounds for 
white rice, and the burden society bears is about 208 pounds for special rice 
and 139 pounds for excellent and modified rice, so the rice subsidies society 
pays for come to about 120 million pounds a year, approximately." 





In whose behalf are these subsidies being allocated? How can society defray 
about 139 pounds in subsidies for each ton of excellent or modified rice con- 
sumed Dy groups in the society that do not have limited incomes? 


Dr Yusuf Wali, the minister of agriculture, replied, 


"It is certain that the al-kushari and dairy shops, restaurants end sesame bread 
bakeries benefit from these subsidies in the first place, in spite of their lack 
of commitment to, and in spite of all the legislation on, prices that are in 
keeping with costs. The continued subsidies lead to an inflation in their pro- 
fits at the expense of society as a whole, farmers, and people with limited 
incomes in particular. In another area, the stabilization of rice prices over 
many long years has led to a strange disruption in prices. Is it reasonable 
that the price of a ton of rice should amount to one-third that of a ton of hay 
or equal to the price of a ton of rice chaff? Indeed, the price of excellent 

ice the Ministry of Supply adheres to is less than that of hay or concentrated 
poultry fodder. 


Increased Costs above the Capacity of Agriculture 
"The other side of the problem, which prompts farmers to run away from rice 
farming, is the increase in production costs. Per=feddan production costs were 


about 132.5 pounds in 1979; in 1981 they leapt to 218 pounds, or an increase of 
62 vercent, of which labor accounts for 50 vercent. With the stabilization of 
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the prices of supplying rice, it has become a crop of limited profitability in 
comparison with others. 


ternatives to Rice — Another Problem 


"While spaghetti is a natural alternative to rice, its processing it also suffers 
from the severe pressures imposed on it by the Ministry of Supply; as a result, 
this industry is incapable of performing its tasks and improving its output. 

In accordance with the Federation of Industries' 1979 report, since spaghetti 
was subjected to compulsory pricing in 1952 no change worth mentioning has oce- 
cured in prices except in regards to the prices of flour; the rise in other 
price categories, especially labor, has been ignored. The profit margin was 

1S pounds per ton in 1965; it rose to 23.1 pounds in 1973, then dropped to 21.1 
pounds in 1976. Above and beyond this is the slim margin for retailers, which 
does not encourage them to deal in locally made spaghetti. One result of the 
pricing of from 12 to 14 piasters per kilogram in 1980 was the failure to pro= 
vide production for consumers along with a deterioration in spaghetti quality. 
This led to expanded imports, and highe—class production is exempted from the 
pricing. 


Pricing Does Not Protect the Consumer or Domestic Industry 


"Thus the Ministry of Supply, which has had the goal of protecting the consumer, 
has not attained this goal, because of the paucity and poor specifications of 
the product. It has not protected local industry either — rather, it has 
harmed it and made it incapable of coping with international production develop= 
ments. It has also facilitated means for a group of importers and big capital- 
ists to make millions, justifying their activity by the fact that they are in- 
porting without currency transfers and buying emolina flour at world prices, 
although they obtain the remaining production components at local prices." 


However, Is It Possible To Create a Resurgence in Rice? 
Dr Yusuf Wali, the minister of agriculture and self-sufficiency in food, said: 


"A review of rice pricing policy would be the first step. As far as the Ministry 
of Agriculture goes, it has the objective of mechanizing rice on a broad scale 
to reduce the costs of production and increase the cultivated areas. This year 
1,000 feddans were planted in a joint project to mechanize rice planting with 
Japan; this will rise to 40,000 feddans next year, preparatory to putting the 
mechanization of rice planting into general use. The ministry also considers 
that it is essential to round out productive and consumer policies over the 
short and long range and for the Ministry of Supply to take the initiative of 
modifying prices and discriminating in retail prices between rice allocated for 
family consumption and that allocated to shops and other installations, while 
taking the initiative of studying conditions in the spaghetti industries, in 
order to subsidize them and improve production, reviewing the philosophy of 
pricing and the principle of monopolization of rice marketing and concentrating 
on benefiting from rice leftovers in processing animal fodder. These elements, 
combined, will be a positive factor prompting the Ministry of Agriculture plan 
to bring about a resurgence in rice, increase rice acreage and improve produc-~ 
tivity in order to bring about self-sufficiency and resume exporting at appro- 
priate rates." 
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MULLAHS SHOW ‘CLEAR SIGNS OF INDECISION' OVER WAR 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 26 Aug 82 pp 1-2 


[Text] Although Iranian military communiques reported some action near 
Qasr-e-Shirin, opposite Baghdad on the border with Iraq, Tehran radio said 
there were ample signs this week that the mullahs' regime was very undecided 
on how to handle the country's present situation. 


There was virtual silence about the war on Tehran radio, and the attention 
being given in commentaries to criticisms of Arab weakness in the face of 
Israel's attack on Lebanon, together with discussion of the Islamicisation 

of the legal system, suggested the propaganda authorities felt that there was 
nothing they could say at the moment which would show the regime in a more 
favourable light. 


Reports that Iraqi missiles had hit Kharg oil-loading installations caused 
considerable concern in the capital. Baghdad officials warned that they 
would destroy the installations completely if Iran did not stop shelling 
targets in Iraq and agree to negotiate an end to the war. 


Observers in Tehran said it was widely felt the regime was feeling the pressures 
on it more than ever before. It could not come up with an explanation of the 
present stagnation in the fighting, or of why the Islamic army had not achieved 
the resounding victory it had promised. 


Since the PLO agreed to leave Beirut there has been a lot of scathing comment 

as to where the mullahs intended to lead their horde now there was no question 
of them going to Lebanon with the battle over. Regime supporters have been 
asked provocatively, "How far have you got on the road to Jerusalem and Beirut?" 
and how would it be before they shook hands with Begin. Malicious stories were 
being widely spread. 


imbarrassment over this is presumably part of the reason for the outburst of 
criticism of the Arab states, including the hardliners, because of their 
failure to go to the aid of the Palestinians in Lebanon. Khomeyni and many 
others have followed this theme in the past week. Ayatollah Montazeri, in an 
open letter to all Muslims, said that if the Palestinians had not pinned their 
hopes on either East or West they would not have been in the situation in 
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which they now found themselves. "Had they carried out their task by them- 
selves they would not have faced the fate they do today," he said. If Saddam 
had not invaded Iraq the Iranians would have been fighting against Israel in 
Lebanon and the Palestinians would not have had to leave. And had the Muslim 
countries stood up to them together there was no doubt the Israelis would 

not have dared attack the might of Islam. This was a fact Muslims everywhere 
must now bear in mind, Montazeri said. 


Khomeyni did refer briefly to the war in a speech last Sunday, saying it had 
never been the intention of Iran to capture or destroy Basra or Baghdad. If 
that had been the intention they would have destroyed them long ago, he said. 
Unlike the lragis, Iranians who were good Muslims, dropped only flares when 
they flew over Basra and Baghdad. This did not sound too convincing to many 
of his listeners. It was seen by observers as a fair reflection of the mood 
of frustration among the mullahs over the progress of the war. 


There was no evidence available to show why Khomeyni declared that the judiciary 
must now only take into account Islamic laws in carrying out their duties. 

Some people felt that some legal decision had angered Khomeyni ocr other senior 
officials. Other observers, however, said this could be one more sign that the 
fundamentalist clergy were inexorably strengthening their influence and were 
trying to extend their control over the judiciary and the means to preserve 
order through reducing the leeway for private justice by radicals and 
opportunists. Khomeyni said the clergy must be consulted if there were doubts 
as to Islam's edicts on any legal point. 


Rumours were again rife in Tehran that the radical Khamenei faction was under 
growing criticism and pressure from its conservative rivals and other secular 
forces building up in their support. "There is no doubt a feeling here that 
the surviving bourgeoisie, the bazaar and sections of the military feel that 
the conservative clergy are their best hope of restoring an Iran with some 
semblance of reasonable life and security," one Tehrani told IPS. "It felt 
that they can get the support of western governments if they take over, while 
the radicals would continue overtures to the Eastern bloc as well as usher 

in complete leftist-style state control. There is a feeling that it may not 
be too long before some sort of a showdown comes." 


Any lingering support for the Mojahedin-e-Khalq among the business community or 
middle classes is said to have finally vanished with the latest arrests of 
Mojahedin activists. Sources in Tehran said young people of many different 
ideas were now fighting side-by-side with each other in many parts of Iran, 
concerned only to demonstrate their opposition to the totalitarianism of the 
regime. But older people, it was claimed, were now veering towards backing 

the fundamentalist clergy as the best means to restore some normalcy to life 
without giving the communists and the Soviet Union the chance to get their 
hands on the country. 
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Although the conservatives seek a state in which Islamic tenets are fully 
observed they are not in favour of the velayat-e-faghih and religious control 
of every part of the executive of the state, their secular supporters point 
out. This would mean that experts could get back on the job of reconstructing 
and developing Iran's economy and industry instead of this providing jobs for 


callow young radicals whose qualifications for their posts is simply their 
radical beliefs. 


Even many of the radical mullahs agree on the need to bring back as many 
doctors as possible to Iran, where the need of better medical and especially 
public health care is becoming acute. There have been rumours of an outbreak 
of cholera in Tehran in recent weeks. Embassies abroad have invited doctors 
to attend meetings to discuss conditions for their return. Health Ministry 
officials are expected to follow up these initial approaches, 
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IRAN 


REPORT ON KHARG ISLAND JETTY 'HIT BY IRAQI MISSILES' 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 26 Aug 82 p 3 


[Text] Reports from Iran indicated this week that Iraqi missiles had hit 
the main jetty at Iran's main oil-loading port on Kharg Island in the Persian 


Gulf. It could be two weeks before it can be working fully again, sources 
added. 


But the other two main loading jetties, the Dariush and the Sea Island are 
still operating, the reports continued. But the fact that the Iraqis could 
hit the island at such range is causing new concern to Iranian oil officials. 


Tehran sources claim that the missiles that have struck the island were 
supplied by the French, and the Iraqis were using them to bring new pressure 
on Tehran to make peace. 


Iran's efforts to barter oil for vital imports seems to have hit snags. Reports 
claim that New Zealand meat suppliers have already told the Iranians that they 
will have to pay cash rather than oil to obtain supplies. 


Similarly, some Italian suppliers have informed Iranians that the barter 
arrangements could no longer work and that they preferred to be paid in cash. 


Last week Oil Minister Mohammad Gharazi was in Libya, apparently to discuss the 
next summit of the non-aligned countries, but sources in Tehran said he was 
asking for loans from Kaddafi. It is believed that because Iran can no longer 
barter oil for goods it needs it has been trying to raise funds in some friendly 
countries. (Baghdad late Wednesday claimed its planes had damaged Kharg 
facilities further.) 
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IRAN 


ATTACKS ON REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS INTENSIFY 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 26 Aug 82 p 3, 4 


[Text] According to reports from Tehran, as many as 5,000 newly-recruited 
revolutionary guards have been brought from the provinces to Tehrar to fill 
gaps created by desertions and guards killed by the regime's opponents. 


One report said that the authorities were so worried about losing their grip 
on Tehran that they were prepared to risk weakening their position in the 
provinces, The guards in the capital usually travel in jeeps in large groups 
and do not effectively patrol streets. 


During the past few weeks at least 35 guards have been killed by assailants. 
In several instances these guards were captured while they were off duty and 
in civilian clothes. The usual practice was to kidnap the guards and then 
kill them with knives and axes, and then send parts of their bodies to the 
houses of other guards. 


Bodies of young men with the marks of torture on them, exhumed from graveyards, 
have also been found left in streets of Tehran, reports from the capital say. 
Attached to them are notes saying the regime was responsible for the torture 
and killing. But the guards are claiming in response that the bodies are of 
their supporters who have been tortured by the regime's opponents. 


The families of guards have recently become very anxious for the safety of the 
young men and have been encouraging their defection, sources say. As many as 
3,000 guards have reportedly failed to report for duty in Tehran since the 
bodies of three guards, who, it was claimed, had been buried alive, were 
discovered two weeks ago. This was widely reported in the press, which claimed 
arrests of the suspected perpetrators of the crime had been made. An 
estimated 200 guards are said to have died in recent gun battles. The 
authorities have also found it necessary to increase the number of armed 
bodyguards for top theocrats, ministers, deputy ministers, Majlis deputies 

and other figures. Security at Khomeyni's residence, as well as the houses 

of people Like Khamenei, Rafsanjani and other political figures, has also been 
strengthened. 


An informed source in Tehran said that Premier Mussavi's guards have been 


increased from the usual 24 to around 60 and occupy four vehicles when the 
premier travels. One vehicle travels in front of Mussavi's car, one at the 
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rear and one on each side. Khamenei has six escort vehicles and some 
100 guards, it is said. Even then he rarely leaves his office. 


But serving as bodyguards is one of the least dangerous missions for the guards. 
They are most vulnerable when patrolling the streets. They go around in jeeps, 
trying not to stop when they sense trouble. They immediately radio for help 
and begin shooting without warning. As a result innocent people are often 
killed or wounded. Authorities are telling people to stay at home at night 

to avoid dangers like this. 


Though many guardsmen have deserted, many of those remaining are said to be 
among the toughest and most seasoned of the organisation. Certainly they 

have good reason to stay on--they are paid high salaries, have fringe benefits, 
enjoy authority, exercise influence and have a share in the plundering of the 
wealth of the regime"s victims. And they can look after themselves in the 
streets better than the less experienced guards. 


In current circumstances, the remaining guardsmen are ruthless and quite ready 

to kill. And since they know that in any event of a change in the regime they 

would be the first to lose their privileges and lives, they do not hesitate 

to resort to acts of murder and extreme repression to defend the regime. They 
are, as one Tehrani commented, the pillars of the mullahs' theocracy. 


What is not known yet is how the regular armed forces would react if fighting 
between the guards and opposition forces assumed more dangerous proportions. 
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IRAN 


MULLAHS 'ANGRY' OVER REPORT OF NEW ARMS PURCHASES FROM ISRAEL 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 26 Aug 82 p 4 


[Text] Iran's theocratic authorities have reacted angrily to rumours circulating 
in Tehran that, on Khomeyni's instriictions, Mohsen Rezai, commander of revolu- 
tionary guards, had paid $50 million in cash to an Israeli agent for delivery 

to Iran of Palestinian arms captured by the Israeli army in Lebanon. 


"Anybody who makes such allegations must be made to shut his toul mouth," 
Premier Mussavi was quoted as saying last Sunday when the question was raised 
by a Majlis deputy. "If I lay my hands on those liars I will choke them to 
death," 


Later the same day minister of labour and official spokesman Ahmad Tavakoli told 
reporters at the prime ministry that there was no truth whatsoever in reports 
that Iran had paid money to buy arms which the Zionist enemy had captured from 
"our Palestinian brothers." Tavakoli exclaimed indignantly, "How could such 
reports be believed by those who know our enmity to the Israelis?" 


Despite such emphatic denials Tehran was buzzing with rumours last week that the 
mullahs had in fact bought captured Russian-made arms from the Israelis. The 
report is said to have originated from a story in an American newspaper. IPS 
sources in Tehran could not verify which newspaper had carried the report. But 
they said it was mentioned in a newscast on Voice of America and was soon spread 
by word of mouth. Israel Radio mentioned the denial of Mussavi in a newscast 
last Sunday but did not mention the name of the American paper nor did it deny, 
or confirm, the report. 


The report has already done enormous damage to the mullahs' image at home, 
especially among the revolutionary guards. In Iran many people were once again 
insisting that the mullahs were in close touch with the Israelis. 


Meanwhile, the Islamic association of the ministry of foreign affairs in Tehran 
issued an annoucement Monday accusing the Iraqi secret police of having 
circulated "this fabricated piece of news" in the United States. The association 
said this was part of a larger plot against the Islamic revolution. 
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IRAN 


QOTBZADEH TRIAL STILL BAFFLES PUBLIC 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 26 Aug 82 pp 5, 6 


[Text] The trial of former foreign minister Sadegh Qotbzadeh turned into a 
theatrical performance in which both the prosecutor and the accused seemed 
to be in competition to endorse the legitimacy of the Islamic Republic and 
its constitution. Or so it appears from the reports appearing in the 
Tehran papers. 


For most of the time in the first session of the trial the army prosecutor, 
Mohammadi Reyshahri, tried to accuse Qotbzadeh of acting in contravention 
of the Islamic constitution by organising an armed rebellion to overthrow 
the regime. He contended Qotbzadeh and his co-plotter intended to kill 
Khomeyni. 


Qotbzadeh's replies were an attempt to prove that he was actually trying to 
oust the present government because, as he put it, the government elite had 
ignored provisions of the Islamic constitution and the ideals for which people 
had resorted to revolution. He also insisted he accepted the leadership of 
Khomeyni. 


Qotbzadeh agreed that he was in touch with a number of people, including 
Ayatollah Shariat-madri and members of his family, in a plot against the 
government of President Khamenei. The idea was to obtain money from Saudi 
Arabian officials to buy arms, 


Qotbzadeh was vague in his reply to a question as to whether he was behind the 
Amol uprising of several months ago in which members of a group known as 
Sarbedaran occupied the town for 24 hours and killed many mullahs and 
revolutionary guards. Reyshahri was trying to prove that the attackers were 
financed and supported by Qotbzadeh. 


An interesting part of the trial as reported by the mullah-controlled press was 
Qotbzadeh's defense of the Islamic constitution and his plans for governing 
Iran. He said his plan was to restore all freedoms and rights provided in 

the constitution. However, he also said that his plan was for a brief period 
of government followed by a referendum in which the people would decide what 
they really wanted in the way of government. He also stressed that there 
should be more economic development and a better life for the people. 
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Newspaper reports ended with a note from the editors that at the end of the 
trial some points were raised which "we decided were not fit or moral and 
ethical grounds to be printed." There was no further explanation. 


The feeling in Tehran is that no matter what the reali facts behind the plot 
may have been the mullahs are using it as a means to try to attack all opposi- 
tion groups, including those abroad, and to show to people that the Islamic 
Republic is there to stay. 


{It is also rumoured that Qotbzadeh is being punished for his overt anti-Soviet 
and anti-Tudeh stand. However, Opposition groups maintain that he is as much 


to blame for Iran's destruction as Khomeyni, Beheshti, Bani~Sadr and Rajavi. 


The military tribunal trying him has adjourned to an unspecified date to 
decide its verdict on Qotbzadeh. 
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IRAN 


KHOMEYNI REINFORCES 'RED' MULLAH'S AUTHORITY ON MECCA PILGRIMAGE 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 26 Aug 82 p 6 


[Text] Ayatollah Khomeyni has given instructions to all mullahs and other 
authorities to coordinate their activities regarding the political aspects 

of the Mecca pilgrimage with his personal representative and leader of Iran's 
pilgrimage caravan, Mohammad Mussavi Khoiiniha. 


"In political activities, especially concerning the pilgrimage to Mecca, there 
must be absolute order," Khomeyni said during an audience he granted to 
Khoiiniha and others Sunday. 'We cannot allow individuals to take the 
initiative and each person going his own way; this would create chaos. Every- 
body must coordinate his activity with the top authority.” 


Observers could not make out whether Khomeyni was trying to tone down his anti- 
Saudi propaganda activity during the coming Hajj pilgrimage or in fact he was 
trying to reassert Khoiiniha's authority. It is known in Tehran that the 
appointment of Khoiiniha, known as the mullah with a red turban, as the leader 
of Iran's Hajj caravan has created tension among other mullahs, especially the 
ultra-conservative taction. They object to him mainly because he is regarded 
as a non-believer having close links with the communists, though in their 
formal objection to his appointment they have referred to his very junior 
status in the Shiite hierarchy. 


In a speech on Sunday, Khomeyni was unmistakably explicit in once more endorsing 
Khoiiniha's credentials and authority. He said it was childish and selfish 

to find excuses for going about political activities during the Hajj ceremony 

in a chaotic way. 





During the audience, Khoiiniha gave a report on his work to coordinate the Hajj 
caravan activities and to bring under strict supervision the functions of the 
numerous organisers. 


During the past 25 years several companies were formed to handle transport and 
accommodation of pilgrims under government supervision. This became big business 
and has continued under the Khomeyni regime. It now seems that Khoiiniha 

intends to cut them out from their role. 
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IRAN 


"NVOI" ASSAILS LRAN'S PRESS 


TA241623 (Clandestine) National Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1730 GMT 
23 Aug 82 


[Unattributed commentary: "The Worrisome Approach Governing the Mass Media"] 


{Text] Dear compa. © situation that has come about in our homeland's 
mass media has not omy ju. roused the concern of the people and all those 
who are loyal to the revolutio.: and its aims but even the concern of some of 
the authorities. This anxiety is being voiced here and there by the people 
and by the officials as well. The people and all those who are faithful to 
the imam's line and to the revolution and experiencing agony from the domina- 
tion of a monopolistic approach in the newspapers, press and mass media, whose 
unpleasant consequence can be seen even now. It is not without reason that 
our public circles assess the resignation of Mr Ma'adikhah, minister of 
national guidance, in light of this same worrisome situation governing over 
the world of the press. 


The fact is that the newspapers and press that reflect the opinions and views 
of the dissenting revolutionary forces that are faithful to the revolution 

and to the imam's line have been gradually banned one after the other without 
any legal ground. So far no official and authority has been able to show, 
with regard to one of these newspapers that report the truth and which reflect 
the revolutionary views of the true revolutionary forces of our homeland, any 
logical evidence and proof concerning their deviation from the line of the 
constitution and the aims of the revolution. On the contrary, according to the 
acknowledgement of friend and foe, all the contents of these newspapers were 
aimed at defending the revolution and its popular and anti-imperialist goals, 
at exposing the plots of the counterrevolution, and at constructive criticism 
and showing fundamental solutions for our society's problems. 


The consequence of the banning of these newspapers on the one hand, and granting 
a monopoly on the publication of newspapers and over discussions about the 
country's problems in the newspapers, the press and the radio in the hands of a 
specific and one-dimensional group on the other hand, has culminated ina 
situation where many of the associates of the Qotbzadehs, the Bani-Sadrs, the 
journalistic Keshmiris, the Savakists and the salaried writers of the large 
landowners and the major capitalists have managed to penetrate into the mass 
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media under the doctrinaire or religious guise. By taking maximum advantage 
of the inexperience, superficiality, fanaticism and mental prejudice of 
certain persons who are truly faithful to the revolution's popular, anti- 
imperialist and Islamic line, these elements have exploited the mass media, 
including the press, as a means for slander, disseminating rumors and the news 
of imperialist propaganda, distorting history and the realities of Iran and 
the world, diverting public opinion from the danger of the counterrevolution 
and its American masters, and so on; whereas the newspapers faithful to the 
revolution and the imam's line are banned, and the pens of the truthful 
writers of these newspapers have been broken. The outcome of pursuing such 

a policy in the press and the mass media is such that some of the revolution's 
ignorant friends and wise enemies are playing games with propaganda and 
guidance, so much so that Mr Ma'adikhah says: What can I do, I am dealing 
with certain individuals who violate all Islamic regulations in the names 

of hezbollah and Islam. 


This is a painful development and a dangerous disease that will lead the 
community of the press and the mass media of our homeland to decline, should 
we not seek a remedy for it before it is too late. 


See how sometimes the contents and items of these same newspapers that claim 
to be loyal to the revolution and the country's constitution sink into 
triteness that Mr Ma'adikhah says: Some time ago I saw an editorial in one 
of the morning papers, and as a servant of the Islamic Republic I was ashamed. 


In general this editorial wanted to prove that all the hypocrites or a large 
number of them are the offspring of the United States. In view of the fact 
that Bazargan had said somewhere that they are not American, the editorial 
said no, they are American and are the outcome of the revelry by American 
diplomats in Iran. Mr Ma'adikhah says: I personally believed that this 
newspaper should be banned even if it thinks that it is hezbollahi. Which 
newspaper printed this disgrace, and what answer do they have in the face of 
this silence? Is it not that some of these hypocrites are the children of 
the prominent figures of the Islamic Republic? What can the purpose of such 
an editorial be? The nonprosecution of the one who is responsible for that 
editorial is an obvious disgrace for the Islamic Republic. 


Please pay attention, in the face of such writings--numerous examples of which 
can be shown with respect to many cases--for not only those who hold the pen 
remain silent, but also the committee of press violations does not ban this 
newspaper and does not prosecute that editorialist. 


[If we say that the counterrevolution and its Western supporters encourage the 
pursuance of a monopolistic approach in the mass media through their pseudo- 
Muslim elements in order to distort the feature of the Islamic Republic in 
front of the eyes of the world's people, this is no exaggeration. 


The people agree with this statement by Mr Ma'adikhah who asked: What kind of 
a game have they created in the name of defending Islam? What is this hooliganism 
that has come about in this country? 


The people are asking: Which persons have an interest in the continuation of 
this situation, and why is this unpleasant and worrisome situation not 
terminated? 
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IRAN 


"KEYHAN' REPORTS EXECUTION OF 11 MINIGROUP MEMBERS 
GF051320 Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 25 Aug 82 p 17 


[Text] Tehran (IRNA)--The Islamic revolution courts of Bakhtaran and Sa nanda j 
with the endorsement of the judicial council sentenced 11 lackeys of the 
United States, who were members of the minigroups to execution on charges of 
armed rebellion against the Islamic Republic of Iran and for martyring the 
sons of the hezbollahi nation. The verdict was later carried out. 


According to the public relations department of the revolutionary prosecutor- 
general, the following communique was issued with details of the names and 
charges of the executed: 

Bakhtaran: 1. Amir Fatru M'asum ‘Alishahi, son of Yadollah. 

2. Ahmad Karimi, son of Yadollah. 

3. Nosrat Karimi, son of Yadollah. 

4. Shahram Shafe'yan, son of Ebrahim. 

5. Yadollah Al-e Ken'an, son of Ahmad. 

6. Mahmud Khamushian, son of Seyyed Hemmat. 

7. Amir Seyyadi, son of Sadeq. 

8. Mariam Farsadfar, daughter of Hoseyn. 

9. Shahnaz Rutabi, daughter of 'Ali Qanbar. 

The above-mentioned were tried and sentenced to be executed for armed rebellion 
against the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and participation in the 
activities of the Ashraf Dehqan branch. The sentence was carried out after 
endorsement by the judicial council. 


Sananda j: 


Ll. Kamal Rahimian Kordestani, son of Mohammad Salim, native and resident of 
Sanandaj on charges of participating and extensively cooperating with the 
belligerent Komeleh minigroup and armed rebellion against the government of 
the L[slamic Republic of Iran, working with the leaders of the defunct 
Democratic Party, being in charge of the defunct Komeleh party's operations 
in Tehran, being one of the most active elements responsible for the dis- 
turbances in Kordestan, extensively cooperating in the program for welcoming 
the Savakist 'Ezzedin when he arrived in Sanandaj and playing host to him and 
participating in the clashes in the spring of 1930 in which a large number of 
guards were killed. 
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2. Parviz Heshli, son of Saifollah, resident of Bakhtaran on charges of 
participating in the activities of the defunct Democratic Party and cooperat- 
ing with other members in armed clashes against the Muslim nation, and trans- 
porting of explosives and confidential documents of the organization of the 
government of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 


The above-mentioned persons were sentenced to execution by the Islamic 
revolution court of Sanandaj and after the endorsement by the judicial 
council, the sentence was carried out at dawn on 23 August. 


CSO: 4640/473 


42 




















IRAN 


COMMUNIST UNION ROUTED IN KHUZESTAN 
GF041646 Ahvaz Domestic Service in Persian 1330 GMT 2 Sep 82 


[Text] The story about members of the Communist Union in Khuzestan and the 
annihilation of this American minigroup by the revolution guards in District 8 
has just been revealed. The text of the communique issued on the subject is 
as follows: 


In his exalted name. After the success of the Islamic revolution, the Communist 
Union was formed in Khuzestan after the return to Iran of students who had 
mostly gone to the United States on oil company scholarships and the majority 

of which came from the upper classes in society. Their leader in Khuzestan 

was a man named Mohammad Reza Babghban-e Ahvazi who was a graduate of a U.S. 
school and was the spokesman for the confederation outside Iran. 


The Communist Union at the beginning of the imposed war, exactly at the time 
when the Islamic revolution became a target for the machinations of East and 
West politics and tactics, infiltrated the battlefront through popular 
disguises and succeeded in stealing a large quantity of weapons which were 
widely used during the Amol incident. 


The persons, weapons, and the equipment are as follows: 


An armed force of 15 persons from various towns were armed with 10 RPG-7s, 
more than 30 rockets, 3 machineguns and supporting weapons, more than 
10,000 rounds of ammunition, several cases of hand grenades, explosives 
including dynamite, and various kinds of mines, primers and fuses. The 
weapons and materials were moved east on one Khavar (?truck). It should be 
noted here that with the grace of God a number of these persons were killed 
during the clashes at Amol and a number of them were captured. 


the size and dimension of the organization of the Communist Union in Khuzestan 
is detailed as follows: 


ln Ahvaz, 'Ali Babashahni Arzani, alias Javad, was the official in charge of 
that city's organization, details of which have been published in the 
communique issued by the respected brothers in the prosecutor's office for 
information of the hezbollah people. He was arrested along with 36 organizers. 
In addition, logistics, information materials and publication equipment were 
confiscated. 
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In Aqajari: Police arrested Manuchehr Kama'i who was responsible for the 
organization in Aqajari and was the brain behind the Amol plot. Mohammad ‘Ali 
Naserzadeh and Mohammad Nowrozi were members of the publications unit. 

Esma'il Selian, Yas'en Sadeqi, Jamshid Ramazani, Manochehr Boluki, Gholam 
Khademi, and Jahangir Nowruzi were members of the boys organization. 


Nasreen Lovid, Setareh Dana, Fariba Dana, and Puran A'yub were also members 
of the girls' organization. Two publication and printing machines were also 
discovered and confiscated in Aqajari. They had previously sent their arms 
to Amol, 


Masjed Soleyman, Izeh: Police arrested Gholamreza Tahri, who was in charge 

of the two cities' organization; Kianush Bahadori, member of the boys' 
organization; and Nozar Bahador, member of the girls" organization. 

Lotfollah Yarahmadi, Manuchehr and ‘Ali Shirahmani, (Kafer) and Dariyush Ahmadi 
were also members of the boys' organization in Izeh. A box of dynamite, 

fuses, primers, one copying machine, one typewriter and one amplifier, a large 
quantity of stencil paper and other logistics and printing material together 
with Marxist books were discovered and confiscated. 


Dezful: Sadeq Mohammadi Khabbazi, who was in charge of the Dezful organization-- 
a long-serving member of this minigroup--and who had recently been transferred 
to the central organization, was arrested in Tehran. Police also arrested 
Majid, Kazem and Rahim Khabbaz [as heard] all of whom are Sadeq's brothers 

and cooperated with the minigroup. Also arrested were Abdorreza Jalalpur, 
Gholamhoseyn Bafandeh and Gholamhoseyn Gandomkar, all of whom were the contacts 
of the organization, and Mehdi Sartipzadeh--a long-serving member of the 
organization--who was in charge of the distribution of the so-called Haqiqat 
publication. The following materials were discovered and confiscated in this 
city: a large quantity of dynamite, fuses and primers, and publication 
materials, 


Shushtar: Mahmud Sharifpur, the official of the union in charge in Karun 
Kesht-o San'at [complex] and Marzieh Haddad and Shokufeh Bahari, who were in 
charge of the analysis unit, were arrested. The following materials were 
discovered and confiscated: one copying machine, one typewriter, printing 
equipment, and Marxist books. 


The rest of the arrested members of this U.S. minigroup were spread among other 
cities in Khuzestan and had previously been arrested by the alert forces of 


the Islamic revolution. 


[signed] District 8 Islamic Revolution Guard Corps. 
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IRAN 


"VOICE OF IRAN' EXAMINES COST OF WAR WITH IRAQ 
GF060624 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1805 GMT 4 Sep 82 


[Text] Because of differences of opinion between the ruling mullahs in the 
regime regarding the long and fruitless war, contradictions have appeared in 
the speech and actions of the rulers that are manifested in incoherent 
declarations and policies of the Tehran regime, 


[words indistinct] now that Algeria has established the minimum terms and 
conditions for beginning a search for peace, the political observers and 
diplomatic circles opine that in view of the contradictions in the policies 

of the ruling regime in Tehran, it is not likely that a coherent policy will 
appear from the Tehran side. It is most likely that at the last moment, a 
careless statement by one of the mullahs among the Tehran officials will destroy 
all efforts in the search for peace, 


On the other hand, it is being said that Brig Gen Zahirnezhad, chief of the 
joint army staff, in view of dissatisfaction among the army over continuing 
the fruitless war with Iraq, and also in view of heavy expense of the war, 
has warned of possible greater disaster in future if the war continues, 


According to admissions of mullah Rafsanjani, the war with Iraq is costing the 
[ranian nation $6 million per day. This comes to $180 million per month and 
$2.16 billion per year. Some experts opine that the real cost of war to Iran 
is much greater than the Khomeyni officials admit. According to some experts, 
it is costing [ran between $250 million and $500 million a month. This comes 
to [figures indistinct]. Even if we accept the optimistic and unreal figures 
produced by the regime, there are other losses as well, such as the loss of 
ablebodied manpower and the destruction of bombers and fighter aircraft, 

modern tanks, and other weapons that the regime can ill afford and ill replace. 
Furthermore, there are losses caused by enemy action against various structures, 
including in industrial areas, and dozens of other items. 


[lt is expected that in the future, the backbreaking losses of the Iranian 
nation, which the [ranian people have endured along with loss of their sons, 


will become even worse and when that happens, the Savage persons responsible 
tor these crimes will be further exposed. 
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IRAN 


ADMIRAL MADANI, MKO SEND CABLES TO FES SUMMIT 
GFO91644 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 CMT 7 Sep 82 


[Text ] According to our correspondent, Admiral Ahmad Madani, one of those who 
opposes the Tehran regime, has sent a cable to King Hasan II, the host of Fes 
conference, in connection with the Iran-Iraq war. The Mojahedin-e Khalq 
Organization [MKO] also sent a cable to this conference. The Free Voice of 
Iran, which believes in free expression and free broadcast of information, is 
airing the texts of these two cables without any changes. 


Admiral Madani, in his cable to the Moroccan king wrote: It seems that some 

of the leaders of Arab countries neighboring Iran have suggested payment of 

reparations to the so-called regime of the Islamic Republic in order to end 

the war between Iran and Iraq. Therefore, I wish to invite the attention of 
the Arab leaders to the following points: 


1. It is necessary to end the destructive war between Iran and Iraq as soon 
as possible since this war is harmful to both countries and to the region. 


(?2.) The reparations should logically be handed over to a future moderate 
government that has been chosen by the Iranian people and not to the present 
usurpers, Any payment to these people will not only not be used for the 
reconstruction of the country, the repair of damages caused by the war and the 
welfare of the Iranian nation, it will also be fuel for further chaos and trouble. 


The Mojahedin-e Khalq organization has issued a statement in this connection 

in Paris. It states: Under the conditions in which the entire world is well 
aware of the arms deal between Khomeyni's regime and Israel and the Iranian 
regime's anti-Palestinian policies, yesterday, Khomeyni in a clear intervention 
in internal affairs of Arab nations, threatened that if necessary he will use 
the Iranian forces against any Arab country which is not in agreement with him. 
The MKO condemns this foolish threat by Khomeyni and [words indistinct] to those 
Arab countries which still cooperate with Khomeyni against the welfare of 

the [ranian nation, and states that the Iranian people are currently preparing 
to overthrow the antihuman regime of Khomeyni. The MKO, in its message to the 
Fes conference, adds: Khomeyni will never see the day when he can reach Arab 
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countries in the same manner as Israel. Khomeyni, who neither recognizes 
peace nor freedom, is only alive in crisis, war and through terrorism, 

and therefore, will not pay any attention to any mediation effort in the war. 
The MKO then announces that all the Arab countries who have not condemned 

the clear aggression of Khomeyni against Iraq in its invasion of Iraq have 

in reality maintained silence about the sacrifice of the children of the 

two fraternal nations of Iran and Iraq. 
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IRAN 


CLANDESTINE RADIO ON PROOF OF REGIME'S ROLE IN BOMBING 
GFO90720 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 8 Sep 82 


[Text] According to our correspondent in Paris the Mojahedin-e Khalq organi- 
zation has issued a statement in connection with the bomb explosion on 

6 September in Tehran based on information obtained in documents from the 
regime's foreign ministry. 


Part of the statement reads: According to Article 13, clause A of a document 
recently obtained from sources within the Foreign Ministry of the Islamic 
Republic, it has become clear that the Khomeyni regime has planned explosions 
in public places to use as propaganda during the interparliamentary meeting 
in Italy. This is clearly outlined in the secret documents obtained from the 
regime's Foreign Ministry. 


The latest explosion in central Tehran and the preplanned demonst rat ions by 
Khomeyni's agents which began immediately after the incident are part of the 
preparations for false propaganda to explain the antihuman criminal acts, 
20,000 executions and the torture of 50,000 political prisoners by the 
regime. 


The statement goes on to say: The 6 September explosion was like all other pre- 
planned explosions arranged by the Khomeyni regime in public places like tle 
explosion in front of Tehran's Korowsh Store on 27 November 1981 and another 

one which was arranged by the guards corps on 22 February 1982 in Tehran's 
'Eshratabad Square. These explosions are recognized tactics used by Khomeyni's 
regime to intensify the wave of executions and shows the fear and impotency 


of the regime in confronting the crisis created by the war and the growing 
strugyle by the people who have targeted the guards and the torturing elements. 
The people of [ran of course will never be fooled by these criminal and 


beastly tactics. 
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IRAN 


CLANDESTINE RADIO REPORTS BAKHTIAR MESSAGE 
CF100628 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 8 Sep 82 


[Text] The daily LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS published in Paris today carried a 

text of its interview with Shapur Bakhtiar the leader of the national resistance, 
entitled, "Bakhtiar Says Khomeyni Rules With Terrorism and Not by Religious 
Principles." We will now broadcast excerpts of this interview for our 

listeners. 


The LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS correspondent asked Mr Bakhtiar how did he look at 
present-day Iran from his position in exile? 


Shapur Bakhtiar said: Iran is a country to which I will feel attached until 
the end of my days. However, I am sad to note that today Iran is in a state 
of turmoil, chaos and unrest. And this is what makes me very sad. 


What adds significance to the misfortune of Iran, in the view of the last 
legal prime minister of Iran, is this that this misfortune springs from within 
Iran itself and what is more, it stems from a meaningless and ridiculous 
Caricature that is highly laughable, 


Bakhtiar said that Islam is the official religion of Islam. We note that this 
is the religion of Iranians, a religion that we have blended with our own 
culture, 


He went on: It is the dutv of all who have ties to Iran to help end the 
present crisis so that Iran may regain its peace and balance. If this 
peace and balance does not come, the rule of Savagery, persecution and 
terror will continue. 


During the interview the LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS correspondent told Shapur Bakhtiar 
that during his prime ministership it looked as if he had intended to lead Iran 
to a place of importance. What was his view regarding conditions in Iran today? 


xXakhtiar in reply said that he was in favor of intensive, far-reaching and 
deeprooted reforms but he did not like turmoil. 
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Dr Bakhtiar in another part of the interview told the LE QUOTIDIEN corres- 
pondent that he believed that we cannot deny for even one second the need 

for technology and progress in Iran or its industrialization. However, all 
this should be done in a planned and coordinated way and in a way that 
provides the basic foundations for the task. Progress is imperative and 
exactly for this very reason we consider the Khomeyni regime to be a calamity 
to Iran. 


The LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS correspondent asked Bakhtiar if an understanding 
was possible with the clergymen's regime who today claim to be representing 
the state and islam together? 


Bakhtiar said that in the matter of politics he is not ready to have talks 
with the mullahs. He said: I have said that a politician should not have 
prejudice or sectarian ideas. He further added that those who had great 
respect for some of the clergymen and the mullah leadership have turned 
away from Khomeyni and his henchmen after seeing the unimaginable rascality 
of Khomeyni and his cronies. 


Bakhtiar went on: Khomeyni protects his rule with the aid of terrorist forces 
and not with the power of religious faith. Whenever this terror ceases, 

very few people will remain with Khomeyni, only the very few who were his 
special favorites. 


In reply to another question about the Iran-Iraq conflict, Bakhtiar said that 
this issue should end completely. Neither Iraq should claim a square centimeter 
of Lranian territory nor should the "Islamic Republic" continue the mad 
religious war in its own effort to dominate any country. I do not view this 
from one side or that side, he said. 


The LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS correspondent asked how he viewed the economic 
situation in Iran. Bakhtiar replied that from an economic point of view we 

do not have a state, but unending chaos and turmoil instead. First we should 
return to normalcy. Unemployment should end, I might as well remind everyone 
here that the mass movement of villagers to cities is a big problem. Some 

25 years ago we were exporting grain and rice to some Persian Gulf countries. 

It is essential that farming should also receive attention besides the 
development of communications and the electrification of Iran. It is shame- 

ful that a country like Iran should import grain or rice from the United States. 
The oil revenue should not be used to pay for beans. 


The LE QUOTIDIEN correspondent in conclusion asked Bakhtiar that if he wanted 
to send a message to his country today what would he say. 
Dr Bakhtiar said that he would send a message advising balance and justice. 


l am in favor of adhering to law. I believe that after the ouster of the 
shah from Lran, had the religious leaders produced a constitution based on 
democracy and destroyed the roots of corruption and abstained from repeated 
legal murders, it would have been possible to imagine that a majority of 
Iranians would have voted for the Islamic Republic. 
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IRAN 


AUTO EXPLOSION IN BAGHDAD ASCRIBED TO PRO-KHOMEYNI AL-DAWA 
Paris LE MATIN in French 3 Aug 82 p 7 
[Article by J. V.: "Baghdad: The Police in State of Alert" ] 


{Text] After the explosion of a booby-trapped car, authorities fear a 
sabotage campaign financed by Khomeyni. 


Currently, in the Iraq-Iran conflict, hostilities seem to be reduced to 
lightning, helicopter-borne raids and violent artillery duels in the area 

of Basra. In tehran, according to Radio Tehran, the Revolutionary Guards 

have just killed or arrested 65 of the people's Modjaheddin. In Baghdad, 

after the explosion of a boobytrapped car the day before yesterday, authorities 
are afraid that Imam Khomeyni is trying to promote a sabotage campaign 

in Irq, relying on the clandestine Al-Dawa Organization. 


The violent explosion of a boobytrapped car the day before yesterday in 
Baghdad, in the vicinity of the Ministry of Planning, could well mark the 
kickoff of a long series of attacks in Iraq. At least this is what Iraqi 
officials are afraid of, judging by the extensive security measures that 

have been put into force in the capital, particularly around public buildings. 


The attack that took place very close to the brigde of the Republic (Al- 
Jumhuriyah) Sunday, yesterday remained surrounded by some mystery. It 

was not mentioned on television and the newspapers merely mentioned it 

on inside pages without giving the slightest detail on the number of vic- 

tims (it is just known that there were some dead and some wounded) or the 
extent of property damage. The latter is plainly quite sizable, considering 
the condition of the building that was struck by the disaster. The booby- 
trapped car was probably located in an underground parking lot of the ministry, 
the building having been gutted from the inside. Its first two floors 

were almost entirely demolished; the four others were seriously damaged. 


Now no car can park in or around a public building, where visitors are 
routine!y subject to a regular search. The police detail responsible for 
insuring Baghdad's security (men in uniform and agents in civilian clothers) 
has been visibly increased on all the principal thoroughfares and police 
ambulances have been stationed at numerous intersections. 











With regard to the perpetrators of the attack, faced with silence of the 
ones responsible, the Iraqis have been reduced to hypotheses. Some name 

the Syrians. Indeed, relations between the two Baathist regimes ot Damascus 
and Baghdad are undisguisedly poor, but the Syrians are not the only special- 
ists in boobytrapped cars and explosives. As a result, there were many 

more people in Baghdad who implicated Imam Khomeyni's Islamic revolution 

and his armed branch in Iraq, the clandestine Shiite organization, Al- 

Dawa al-Islamiya. From Tehran, ayatollahs have not stopped calling for 

the Shiites, slightly in the majority in Iraq, to revolt against Saddam 
Hussein's pro-Sunni regime and to establish a second Islamic republic. 
Founded at the beginning of the 1970's by Ayatollah Mohsen al-Hakim, the 
Al-Dawa organization was regarded as slowing down, after the systematic 
pursuit carried out against its activists by Baghdad authorities and the 
execution of its ideologist, Ayatollah Mohammad Bakr al-Sadr, in 1979. 

But this small group was not dead despite all that. And, in Baghdad, people 
feel that, having failed in its military offensives, for the moment at 
least, Tehran is going to step up the sabotage and harassment activities 
within Iraq itself and in Baghdad especially, with the aid of Al-Dawa's 
fanatics. An obvious goal of the [Iranians is to make the summit of nonaligned 
countries, scheduled for September in Baghdad and for which Iraq has given 
enormous financial investments, capsize. 


Moreover, in Tehran, Ayatollah Montazeri has just sent a delegation throughout 
the world to argue in several nonaligned capitals for canceling the Baghdad 
conterence. But Iraq is resorting to all its diplomatic channels to retort 
that all the arrangements have been taken and that the preparatory meetings, 
at the foreign affairs ministers' level, are going to be able to begin 

in Baghdad as soon as the end of the month. For the moment, confusion 

reigns within the nonaligned movement; no final decision has been made. 
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TRAN 


AIR STAFF THREATEN STRIKE 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 26 Aug 82 pp 6, 7 


[Text] Pilots and other staff of Iran's national flag carrier Iran Air 
threatened to go on strike last week when the mullahs gave orders for dis- 
missal of a number of senior officials of the company and their replacement 
by newly-recruited people who are either relatives of the ruling mullahs 

or their friends. 


On several occasions the technical staff refused to help the new recruits 
learn their jobs. On at least two occasions the latter were thrown out. 

At least two flights to Istanbul, which were to carry a party of mullahs on 
a tour of mosques in Turkey, were cancelled. Civil aviation staff also 
supported the Iran Air men, 


However, the regime's media claimed that the tension at Iran Air was created 

by remaining "Taghouti" (corrupt) personnel who were angry because the 

official name of the company had been changed from Iran National Airlines (Homa) 
to Islamic Republic Airlines. 


At the end of last week President Khamenei received a deputation of the Iran Air 
staff and commended them for their good work. Khamenei surprised every body 

by referring to 19 years of dedicated work by the company's staff, who had 
created what he said is one of the finest and most capable air services in the 
world. This tribute for work done before Khomeyni took power surprised many 
people. 


Iran Air in its present form was established in 1963 by the merger of two 
privately-owned companies--Iranian Airways and Persian Air Services. The new 
company then experienced fast growth. This was partly due to energetic manage- 
ment by its first managing director, General Ali Mohammad Khademi, who was 

a Bahai and was killed under mysterious circumstances soon after unrest began 
before the revolution. 


Khamenei made a veiled reterence to "corrupt" management but did not actually 
mention Khademi’s name, He then told the Iran Air staff to identify corrupt 
and "Taghouti"™ elements among their ranks and report them to the authorities. 
Earlier, army prosecutor Mullah Reyshahri had visited the Iran Air headquarters 
and warned that strikers would be tried by his court and executed within 
minutes of being identified and arrested by his revolutionary guards. 
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IRAN 


THREEFOLD INCREASE PLANNED IN TRADE WITH NORTH KOREA 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 26 Aug 82 p 7 


[Text] Iran is planning to increase its trade exchanges with North Korea 
threetold to $500 million a year, minister of heavy industries Behzad Nabavi 
said last week. Nabavi made a whirlwind tour of North Korea earlier in the month 
to talk with his North Korean counterpart on closer cooperation between the 

two countries. 


Nabavi told Tehran radio correspondents that North Korea had achieved 
"commendable progress in industrial development." It had proved an Asian 
country could achieve industrial progress without dependence on outside 
countries. Further, he said, it was ready to share its achievements with 
other nations who were determined to industrialise by their own efforts. 


Sources inside [ran told IPS that already thousands of North Korean personnel 
are working in Iran on various military and civil projects. The sources 
claimed that in some cases experienced Iranian personnel had been dismissed 
and their jobs given to North Koreans. 


According to these sources Iran is exporting crude oil to North Korea in 
exchange for weapons and industrial goods, However, North Korean manufactured 
goods are said to be of inferior quality and Iranian engineers and managers 
have complained to officials about them. This is said to be especially true 
of military equipment. 
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IRAN 


EAST GERMANS GET BIG NEW CONTRACTS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 26 Aug 82 pp 7, 8 


[Text] Iranian officials have recently concluded some big contracts for 
reconstruction and industrial work with East Germany, but they have tried to 
keep the latest ones secret, reports from inside Iran indicate. 


Plan Organisation sources believe that several state firms from East Germany 
have been given major contracts for the reconstruction of war-damaged areas 
in the Khuzestan Province. Also included is East Germany's participation 

in heavy industries on the Ahvaz industrial estate. 


Early this month minister Mostafa Hashemi paid an official visit to East Berlin 
for talks with East German heavy industry bosses. Both sides gave very little 
coverage to the visit in their media. 


However, in Tehran the planners were told to prepare reports on projected 
investments in the Khuzestan industries, and it was assumed that the reports 
were for the benefit of the East Germans. 


Informed sources told IPS that East German firms May cooperate in setting up two 
cement mills and a factory for manufacture of sections for prefabricated buildings. 
All are to be in Khuzestan. The projects were originally drawn up for the 

Fifth Plan of the former regime and were shelved after the revolution, 


Whether the East Germans will be involved in the revival of work at the Ahvaz 
Steel Rolling Mill is not yet known. The mill, formerly privately owned but now 
brought under state control, was set up with West German assistance in the 1960s. 
Intormed sources said that calling on the East Germans to step in where the 

West Germans had left off is also useful to the mullahs in showing their dis- 
pleasure over West German courts handing out prison sentences to Khomeyni's 
hooligans, who have been attacking Iranian exiles there. 
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IRAN 


BRLEFS 


AYATOLLAH RUHANI MESSAGE--Ayatollah Mehdi Ruhani, the leader of Shi'ites in 
Europe, has sent a cable to Khomeyni. In this cable Ayatollah Ruhani stated: 
Your Excellency said that the Arab leaders have gathered in Fes to recognize 
the usurping Israel and have called such a summit a shame for the Islamic 
world and the Arab world. The day Israel ettacked Lebanon, Iraq suggested 

to Iran that it is ready to withdraw all its forces from Iran and pay the 

war reparations--a war which Iraq itself had started--so that the two 
countries can jointly go to the aid of the Palestinian and Lebanese nations. 
Your answer to such a suggestion was the mobilization of 30,000 men to attack 
Basra which in fact continued the war between two Muslim nations. Considering 
such a record, your latest warning to the Fes summit will neither scratch the 
ear of the Arab leaders nor effect any heart of the followers of Islam. 
Ayatollah Ruhani added: Today the world of Islam no longer doubts the 

Saying of the Holy Koran in the verse which says "those whose words are 
different than their thoughts." May God Almighty show you and all of us the 
true road. [Text] [GF090710 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian 

to Iran 1500 GMT 8 Sep 82] 


KORDESTAN CLASHES--Kurdish fighters killed a group of guards close to the city 
of Shahpur while they were busy building a military road in Azerbayjan. They 
burned the military equipment of these mercenaries. According to a report by 
our correspondent, a patrol of Kurdish fighters seized many heavy weapons 

after a clash with another group of mercenary guards, killing 20 guards in this 
fight. The destruction of the roadbuilding equipment has halted movements by 
groups of mercenaries toward areas under the control of Kurdish fighters. 
[Text] [GFO90716 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 

7 Sep 82] 


ECONOMIC STTUATION--The Islamic Republic of Iran's delegation to the IMF general 
assembly, headed by Mr Namazi, minister of finance and economics, briefly 
stopped over in London last night on its way to Canada. Delivering a speech 

at the Islamic Republic's Embassy in London, the delegation's leader pointed 

out that despite the imposed war and other difficulties, the Islamic Republic 
of Iran did not require any loan. The minister of finance and economic 

affairs cited the Iranian people's faith and resistance as the main factors 
behind Iran's victory over economic issues following the revolution and in the 














current circumstances. Mr Namazi added: Iran is among few countries that 
can administer her economy without resorting to war taxes despite an imposed 
war. The Iranian delegation will leave for Canada tomorrow, where it will 
brief the participants at the IMF assembly on Iran's viewpoints with regard 
to overcoming the Third World's and developing countries’ economic problems. 
[Text] [LD032244 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 3 Sep 82] 


PAHLAVI ACTIVITIES--According to the Free Voice of Iran correspondent in Paris, 
it is being said in Paris that Reza Pahlavi, the eldest son of the former 

shah of Iran, arrived in Paris this week and met many leaders of the Iranian 
opposition--anti-Khomeyni parties. It is also being said in Paris that with 
the increase in the number of the supporters of Reza Pahlavi and the accelera- 
tion of the activities of the monarchists in Iran, the political activities 

of the young shah have increased outside Iran. [Text] [GF040601 (Clandestine) 
Free Voice of Iran in Persian 1500 GMT 3 Sep 82] 


MILITARY MEMBERS EXECUTED--Dear listeners, we have just received a report that 
may be of interest to you. According to the Radio Iran correspondent, seven 
members of the Iranian Army, who were under temporary detention, were taken 

to Even Prison this morning and were executed. [words indistinct] is because 

of the growing opposition of the nationalists and the freedom-lovers in the 
[Iranian Army to the mullah regime. The publicity organs of the mullah regime 
abstained from publishing this news today. We remind you that the nationalists 
in the army are opposed to the continuation of Iran-Iraq war and consider it to 
be weakening the Iranian Army. According to reports, the executed men had 
argued in their defense, which again has not been so far revealed by the regime, 
that they were opposed to the antinational mullah regime, the continuation 

of war against Iraq, and Khomeyni's intention to (?disband) the army and merge 
it with the revolution guards. [Text] [GF091920 (Clandestine) Radio Iran 

in Persian to Iran [no time given] 9 Sep 82] 
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LRAQ 


BAGHDAD AZERI ATTACKS KHOMEYNI CALL FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS 
CF080706 Baghdad International Service in Azeri 1800 GMT 4 Sep 82 
[Unattributed commentary] 


[Excerpts] Dear listeners, recently Khomeyni made a strong (?attack) on 
temporal desires, (?lust for power), desire for high positions and oppressive 
attitudes and cautioned the judges of the Islamic Council and the officials and 
members of the council of guardians against selfish desires and personal in- 
clination for rank. Khomeyni said the leaders of the government must not be 
inclined toward attaining higher positions and toward satisfying temporal 
desires. Nor should they seek to acquire more power. 


Indeed, it is obvious that Khomeyni is living in a different world. The Koran 
asks whether those who call on the people to act in a righteous way should 

forget to include themselves in what they say. Dear listeners, it is obvious 
that when God sent this verse he knew well that there would exist thousands of 
deceivers, charlatans and cheaters like Khomeyni, who, while calling for good 
deeds, would forget their sinful behavior. After calling for [words indistinct], 
Khomeyni said he himself would (?help them in this respect). 


Irrespective of Khomeyni's illegal, non-Islamic and immoral behavior, he has 
called on the people to beware of temporal desires and lust for power. Regard- 
less of the fact he has usurped the administration in Iran and is drowning in 

a sea of selfish desires and titles, Khomeyni, who has been known as an isolated 
Mullah among the clergymen for the past 3 years, is now calling on the midget 
fascists of his party to walk the road of righteousness. 


Isn't Khomeyni the person who, only yesterday, was the [word indistinct] of 
[raqi (?youths) and isn't he the one who drank from the waters of [name indis- 
tinct] rivers? Why does he now try to lash the same Iraqi people with [words 
indistinct]? Isn't it a fact that although Khomeyni was dedicated to spiritual 
life and used to live in a world of [words indistinct] only yesterday, he is 
now dreaming of an empire? Isn't it a fact that within 24 hours he assumed 
the titles of: commander in chief of the armed forces; dear leader of the 
revolution; architect of the revolution; hope of the oppressed of the world; 
Abraham of our time (Ebrahim-e Zaman); destroyer of idols of our time; [word 
indistinct]; prophet-like (peyghambar guney); God's messenger; deputy of lord 
of the ages; Imam Hoseyn of our times, and Vali-ye Faqih. 
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If it is true that by calling on the people to walk the path of righteousness 
and act in an Islamic, divine and moral manner he wants to warn them against 
selfishness and a lust for power, then why does he allow the people to chant 
slogans such as "God is great, Khomeyni is leader" and [words indistinct]? 


Madman Khomeyni should not think that the Iranians and the peoples of the 
world are mad too. He should not think that they will believe in his nonsen- 
sical remarks, the uninvited impostor of the century. Just as no vigilant man 
can believe in Khomeyni's words, the executioner himself knows well that he 
himself does not believe in what he says either. He himself knows well that 
what he says is lies and that his fate will not be different than those who 


[words indistinct]. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


RAFAH OPHTHALMIC CLINIC--The Arab Medical Society of the Gaza Strip is 
expected to open an ophthalmic clinic in Rafah after a suitable location 

is rented. It will cost approximately $50,000 to equip it, and this will 
be shared by the development organization. It has also been reported that 
the medical society and Saint John Hospital in Jerusalem will undertake the 
training of several recent medical school graduates at the hospital. [Text] 
[Jerusalem AL-FAJR in Arabic 29 Jul 82 p 4] 9123 


TEL AVIV CITY SUPPORT FOR GOVERNMENT--At a meeting of the Tel Aviv city 
council 2 days ago opposition leader Nathan (Wulukh) accused the munici- 
pality of helping to finance the demonstration that was held last week in 
support of the government's policy on the war in Lebanon. (Wulukh) said, 
"Municipal employees received additional pay from the city budget for their 
work during the demonstration at Kings of Israel Square." Shlomo Lahat, 
the mayor of Tel Aviv, helped organize this demonstration. (Wulukh) was 
unable to give more information about this accusation because Likud members 
of the city council prevented him from continuing to speak on the matter 
claiming that the subject was not on the council's agenda for the meeting. 
(Wulukh) demanded an explanation of how the city budget lost approximately 
100,000 shekels as a result of that demonstration. He cited the agreement 
formulated by the city's finance committee in which it was expected that 
the city would reap huge profits from this demonstration. [Text] 
[Jerusalem AL-FAJR in Arabic 27 Jul 82 p 4] 9123 


MAYOR REJECTS CIVILIAN ADMINISTRATION--Mahmud aAbd-al-Fattah al-'‘Aridah, the 
mayor of "Arrabah, refused to meet 2 days ago in Janin with the civilian 
administrator who had requested the meeting. One hour after al-'Aridah's 
refusal a police car came for him and took him to the military headquarters 
in Janin. The military governor requested the mayor of ‘Arrabah to resume 
his work in the municipality, but al-'Aridah flatly refused. The munici- 
pality is sticking to its original position of noncooperation with the 
civilian administration in keeping with the decision of the West Bank 
municipalities with regard to this. Al-'‘Aridah also emphatically stated that 
"regardless of whatever village leagues may be formed, and whatever committees 
may be appointed in place of legitimate city councils, the PLO is the sole 
legitimate representative of our Palestinian people." [Text] [Jerusalem 
AL-FAJR in Arabic 28 Jul 82 p 4] 9123 
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LEBANON 


FRANJLYAH DISCUSSES REAGAN PLAN, ‘OCCUPATION’ 
NCO72107 (Clandestine) Voice of the Arab Revolution in Arabic 1100 GMT 7 Sep 82 


{(Text] [Former] President Sulayman Franjiyah this morning held his weekly 
press conference in Idlib. He began the conference by talking about U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan's initiative. He said that this initiative is mere 
talk and that it has been put forward most likely to please some Arab rulers 
who are linked to the United States. 


President Franjiyah then immediately moved to discussing the situation in West 
Beirut. He asked: Is it conceivable to accept the implementation of the 
measures of taking away the national weapons which have confronted the Israeli 
invasion and defended Lebanon's honor while allowing the agents to keep their 
weapons, which are implementing the will and instruction of the occupier. 


President Franjiyah then dealt with the Arab summit. He said that it appears 
it is not likely to succeed, nor can any positive results be expected from it. 
However, Franjiyah said, this shc..d not prevent us from expecting important 
and positive developments to take place soon. 


Regarding the official information [media], Franjiyah said that they are dedi- 
cated to serving the agent of Israel and to committing treachery against Le- 
banon and its people. Asked about the steps for the confrontation of the 
occupation and its ramifications that were proposed in the wake of the popular 
rally in al-Biqa', the statement issued by the northern higher coordination 
committee and the statement issued after the expanded national meeting in 
Beirut, Franjiyah said that all stands flow in the same stream in favor of 
confrontation. The possibility of convening an expanded national meeting is 
out of the question at present since land, sea and even telephone communica- 
tions are disrupted because the occupiers and their agents want it to be so. 
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LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


NAVAL RECRUITS CALLED UPON--The Ministry of National Defense--the army command-- 
has decided to call the men who have been accepted as specialized soldiers 
[Junud Ikhtisasiyin] in the naval forces as of 8 September 1982 through 13 
September 1982. These men should report to the commands of the military areas 
to see the results [of the tests] so that those who have succeeded may be 
recruited. [Communique issued by the Lebanese Ministry of National Defense 

on 7 September] [Text] [NCO72035 Beirut Domestic Service in Arabic 1900 GMT 

7 Sep 82] 
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MOROCCO 


WRITER DISCUSSES CURRENT CHALLENGES, EFFECT OF WAR 
Paris EUROPE OUTREMER in French No 626-627, Mar-Apr 82 pp 11-13 
[Article by R. T.: "Morocco Confronted With Four Challenges" ] 


[Text] In the course of its history, every country is 
confronted with political, economic or social problems. 
Some are due to internal causes, others to external 
causes; some have to do with the current economic situa- 
tion, others are of a more permanent nature. Today, every 
country is going through the international economic 
recession but the most seriously affected are those Third 
World countries which do not produce oil. 


Morocco falis in the latter category, even if the World Bank groups it in the 
middle-income category, between the poorest and the richest countries, with a 
national per capita product of $860 in 1980. In Africa, among the 50 OAU 
member countries last 1 January, it appears, still according to this criterion, 
in 10th place, after the oil-producing countries (Nigeria, Libya, Algeria, 
Tunisia and Gabon) and after the Seychelles, Ivory Coast, Mauritius and 
Botswana. Hence, despite the size of its population, it is in the top 

group. However, today Morocco has to face four major challenges, two 
endogenous ones: the population explosion and food self-sufficiency; and two 
exogenous ones: the world crisis and the Sahara war. 


The Population Explosion 


The tirst challenge is by far the most important because it is of a permanent 
nature and weighs more and more heavily on development and the standard of 
living. All the eamiings from production are consumed by growing needs. 

One need only move about the cities and countryside to note the swarm of 
children and the youthfulness of the inhabitants. 


The third general population census since independence wili take place next 
september: it is eagerly awaited because it is expected to provide a large 
amount of socioeconomic data vital for planning. In the meantime, only 
estimates are available. The 1980 population was estimated at 20.1 million 
people, of whom 58 percent were under 20 years old, those over 64 representing 
only 2.7 percent of the total. The annual rate of growth is officially 2.9 
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percent but, in reality, it could come close to 3.2 percent, one of the 
highest in the world. According to population projections based, on the one 
hand, on an assumed decrease in the death rate due to expanded health ser- 
vices and progress in instruction and urbanization and, on the other hand, 

due to declining fertility brought on by those same facters—--which are slowly 
but surely generating changes with regard to the number of children per house- 
hold (40.5 percent of all rural households number six people and more)--the 
country is expected to have a population of 27.5 million individuals in 1990 
and close to 37 million at the end of the century. The ratio of the major 

age groups would remain approximately the same as today's. 


Document of the Moroccan Bank of Foreign Trade 
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Moreover, the rural exodus is continuing at an accelerated rate. The rural 
population was still amply predominant in 1980 with 58.2 percent in all, 

but the situation is going to reverse itself in less than 10 years and the 
rural population will be only 42.4 percent in the year 2000. A city like 
Casablanca continues to grow at the rate of 6.5 percent a year and its 

chaotic expansion is more and more difficult to control. A parallel phenomenon 
is noted tor all the large cities with their belts of shantytowns. In 
developing countries, the distribution of the population between urban and 
rural areas depends on many complex economic and social factors. A rapid 











rate of urbanization usually results in a decline in agricultural production, 
destroys traditional structures and requires very costly equipment. But it is 
true that the city-country disparities are becoming more pronounced, as the 
World Bank's i979 report on Morocco points out. 


The burden of this population of young people and the rural exodus is felt by 
the country as a whole, as is the considerable magnitude of the growing 

needs to be met in all areas. For example, according to the general 
development prospects figuring in the 1981-1985 plan, at just the primary 
school level, the number of pupils will go from 4.5 million in 1980 to 8.1 
million in the year 2000, which requires the creation every year of 246,740 
student slots. With regard to the job market, the number of persons of working 
age will rise from 10.5 to 20.5 million in the same period, or an average 
annual increase of more than 200,000 more situations wanted. On the basis of 
300 people a bed, hospital capacity is expected to go from 32,000 beds in 1980 
to 123,000 for the year 2000, which will require 4,560 additional beds a year. 
In the case of housing, and taking into account the need to replace a number 
ot those in use, we reach an accrued total need, beginning from 1977, of 
1,228,000 housing units in 1980; 2,040,000 in 1985; and 4,864,000 in the 

year 2000. Finally, projected food needs for the year 2000 show that the cur- 
rent grain and sugar consumption would be multiplied by 1.7, that of oil by 
2.2, and that of meat and dairy products by 2.4. Fortunately, to face all 
these needs, Morocco has substantial and varied human and physical potential 
at its disposal; considerable capacities have not yet been harnessed (see the 
article on potentials in this issue). 


Nutritional Self-Suf ficiency 


This second challenge is obviously closely linked to the preceding one. Since 
its independence, Morocco has not cnosen industrialization as the preferred 
means of development; it has always felt that the rural sector was a priority 
sector. This enables it not to experience food shortages today, as do so many 
developing countries, and even to export food products (mainly citrus fruits, 
early vegetables, and canned fish and vegetables). 


The importance of agriculture in the economy can be appreciated from a few 
figures. Apart from the fact that close to 60 percent of the population still 
lives in rural areas, as we have seen, agriculture employs over 40 percent of 
the working population, furnishes the supplies for a large agro-food industry 
(flour mills, sugar factories and canning factories, among others) and insures 
close to 30 percent of exports (27 percent in 1980, which was not a good agri- 
cultural year). The rate of self-sufficiency in basic food products during 
the 1977-1980 veriod was 72 percent for grains, 54 percent for sugar, 18 
percent for oils and 60 percent for dairy products. Self-sufficiency is in- 
sured tor meat, green or dry vegetables and fruits (including bananas). In 
fact, the only tood products which Morocco exports are (besides tea and 
colfee) grains (in first place in value), sugar (in second place), unprocessed 
vegetable oils (in third place), butter, and milk. Because of the continuation 
of the Sugar Plan, the country should be self-sutticient in sugar around 1985. 














However, because of the archaic structures and the insufficient level of 
mechanization (only 22,000 tractors in 1980) that results in low productivity, 
agriculture amounted to only 15.5 percent of the GDP [Gross Domestic Product]. 
According to the latest statistics available, which are still provisional, 
forestry and fishing contributed 18 percent to the GDP in 1980, slightly 
outdistancing manufacturing industries. There is modern farming in the irri- 
gated areas which already cover 600,000 hectares, thanks to a policy of put- 
ting up large dams. This modern farming is devoted to citrus fruits, early 
vegetables and arboriculture and is responsible for the export receipts. In 
the dry areas or the prairie land, that support 85 percent of the rural 
population, grains are the main crops. There the farms are small (less than 

5 hectares on the average), properties are very carved up (six plots to a 
farm on the average), there is insufficient use of fertilizers, and work is 
done with tools. For example, for the harvest, the sickle is still widely 
used. 


As everywhere in Africa, farm production is very much subject to the hazards 

of weather. Whether the rains are insufficient or irregular and harvests fail 
on a considerable scale, with the whole cascade of consequences: the decline 
in farmers’ purchasing power, the reduction in livestock, difficulties 
supplying agro-nutritional industries, increased food product imports, a reduc- 
tion in tax returns, a rise in prices, and so on...Such was the case in recent 
years--in 1977, 1980 and especially in 1981. Compared to the preceding year, 
last year grain production fell 51.3 percent; leguminous plants, 71.1 percent; 
citrus fruits, 6 percent; only sugarcane showed a 65.6 percent increase. 


For this reason, the government has for a long time carried out a policy of 
building large dams, which also supply electricity, to make up for climatic 
risks (see the article on equipment in this same issue). The irrigated land 
area should be increased to 1 million hectares by the year 2000. From 1960 
until the preceding plan, two-thirds of the investments set aside for agricul- 
ture went to the irrigated areas. The 1981-1985 plan shows a change of objec- 
tive in this regard and a restoration of balance. More than 50 percent of the 
investments are scheduled for the prairie areas, for integrated projects in 
particular. In fact, the goal is to increase production of grains, oil- 
yielding plants, and meat in order to meet the population's primary needs. 


Finally, there is the fact that since independence the balance of food trade, 
originaliy showing a surplus, has turned itself around, beginning in 1974, and 
the food crop shortfall has increased, especially when weather conditions 

have been poor. This trade balance, which was about 426 million dirhams in 
1980, reached (processed foods and unprocessed raw vegetable oils) 2,080 
million dirhams in 1981. Because of the fall in production due to the drought, 
grain imports in particular increased very strongly (for example, wheat, 

was up 37 percent in volume). 


The World Crisis 
Morocco, a country open to the world and, until now, without oil, has been 


struck head on by the decline in world economic activity since the first oil 
shock, then by the staggering rise in the dollar exchange rate. Hence it has 
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experienced the whole series of classic evils: unemployment, inflation, rising 
interest rates, a heavier oil bill, stagnation or a decline in raw material 
prices--phosphates in its case--an increase in the cost of imported products, 
trade balance and balance of payments deficits, very expensive foreign 

loans, extremely heavy indebtedness, and so on...We will limit ourselves here 
to a few particulars. 


Unemployment is not borne in the same way as it is in the West. The loss of 
income is compensated for, to a certain extent, by the performance of a large 
number of "small trades'' and by family solidarity in the broad sense of the 
word. The working population in proportion to the total population is much 
smaller than in Europe and, as in many Muslim countries, female unemployment 
is very low; the women usually stay at home. In addition, there is the fact 
that emigrants (600,000 of whom almost two-thirds are in France) support tens 
of thousands of families. In 1980, they sent them sums figuring in the 
balance of payments for the substantial amount of 4.5 billion dirhams. 


The inflation expressed in the cost-of-living index clearly rose in 1981, 
reaching 12.5 percent (the index did not improve at the beginning of 1982) 
compared with 9.4 percent in 1980 and 8.3 percent in 1979; food products are 
experiencing the fastest increase. These are official figures which, in the 
general opinion, are lower than the real rise in prices. Moroccans miss the 
good old days, not so long ago, of a kilo of tomatoes at 0.5 dirham, whereas 
it costs 1 or 1.5 dirhams now! As for salaries, they have not increased in 
3 years. 


Energy imports, consisting over 90 percent of crude-oil, have gone from 3.96 
billion dirhams in 1980 to 6.12 in 1981, increasing 11.1 percent in tonnage 
but 54.6 percent in value. They correspond to almost all of the sales of 
mineral products (6.30 billion dirhams that accounted for more than half of 
the total export figure: phosphates and derivatives (phosphoric acid and 
fertilizers), unprocessed lead, barium sulphate, cobalt, and so on...In other 
words, more than halt of the currency brought in by exports is being con- 
sumed by energy purchases; hence the need to develop all the energy potential 
(see the article on this subject in this same issue). 


People abroad sometimes claim that the Sahara war is the source of the current 
economic crisis. If the economic and financial impact of this war is diffi- 
cult to measure, there seems to be no question, however, that the country would 
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situation and the drought. 
The Sahara War 


The burden of the military operations in the Sahara is brought out or minimized 
according to the needs ct the cause. While obviously there is no official 
document on the subject, it is undeniable that these operations impose a real 
war effort on the economy and on the whole population (special taxes in al- 
ready heavy taxation). Moreover, according to everything we hear, the popula- 
tion does net question the price to be paid for reunification, and the 

military appropriations are voted for unanimously by the Chamber of 


67 











Representatives every year. Moreover, while some weapons orders are paid for 
in cash, others are paid for directly by Saudi Arabia and the friendly Gulf 
States, either in the form of subsidies or in the form of very soft loans, 
but, it goes without saying, discretion on this form of assistance is compul- 
sory in Rabat. 


While one frequently hears that the war is costing 1 billion centimes a day, 
the only precise data which people have on this subject is the budget. 
According to the 1982 finance law, the expenditure in the state's general 
budget, not including budget annexes and special Treasury accounts, amounts 
to 39.4 billion dirhams, registering a 39.7 percent rise of which 22.5 
billion comes under ordinary expenses and 16.8 billion under investment 
expenses. Under ordinary expenses, those for activities--that is to say, 
not including debt service--amount to 18.1 billion dirhams of which 3.7 
billion or 20.4 percent goes to the National Defense Administration. This 
same administration receives, with 1.9 billion, more than 10 percent of the 
scheduled investment appropriations (payment credits). In all, military and 
security expenses scheduled for 1982 amount to 5.7 billion dirhams (a 23.4 
percent increase over 1981) and take up more than 14 percent of the general 
budget,. one of whose five priorities is, in fact, "increased defense of 
territorial integrity." These expenses help increase the budget's overall 
deficit, which this year reaches 6.9 billion dirhams. 


At the Ministry of Finance, people told us that the size and increase of 
military appropriations did not stem just from the Sahara war. After the 

1971 and 1972 attacks on the king, the army had fallen into inactivity, es- 
pecially concerning equipment; aviation, in particular, had become almost 
nonexistent. As early as 1974-1975, or well before the beginning of the 
Polisario raids, it had seemed essential to modernize its weaponry. The 
Sahara War helped mobilize the necessary resources and the Gulf countries 
would not have granted such large appropriations without it. Even without the 
war, the cost of modernization would have been the same, but it is believed 
that the effort would have been spread out over a much longer period. Fur- 
thermore, the Ministry of Finance points out that only a third of the armed 
forces--which have doubled in the space of 5 years--are stationed in the 
south and war expenditures actually make up at the most 30 percent of the 
military budget (ammunition, replacing equipment, fuel, doubling pay, travel, 
pensions, and so on...). However, the hole in the state's budget is very 
sizable and it leads to the discontinuation of a good number of investments, 
including in the field of education (constructions). 


In the civilian area, the reclaimed Sahara provinces also require a huge 
development effort and an urgent program of equipment already affected the 
1975-1978 period. In the 5-year plan for 1981-1985, from 1982 to 1985, the 
scheduled investments depending directly on the deputy minister responsible 
tor Saharan affairs rise to about 500 million dirhams; those depending on 
other departments cost 300 million; special equipment, not including either 
the construction of the port of Laayoune or the railroad from Marrakech, 
amount to about 200 million dirhams. The television programs that reach the 
Sahara with a 24-hour delay because they have to be recorded beforehand will 
be received directly with the aid of a telecommunications satellite. Finally, 
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operational expenses that are added to the preceding figures always amount to 
300 or 400 million dithams or thereabouts, according to the Ministry of Finance 
(see the article on the development of the Sahara in this same issue). 


Morocco is determined to meet the four challenges which it faces and it wants 
to prepare its future for the year 2000. In the speech delivered at the open- 
ing of the National Economic Conference last April, the king issued an appeal 
for mobilization for an economic takeoff. He emphasized that, if it were not 
for purely monetary factors, it would have been permissible to note that 
Morocco is experiencing a completely healthy situation at the economic and 
financial levels. He also stated that his country does not lack assets "to 
take its place in the ranks of the most favorable among nations “but that it 
was necessary to determine the areas likely to insure the fulfillment of 
needs. 


However, Morocco, like many other Muslim countries, is not considering a birth 
control policy and it has no grip on the consequences of the international 
crisis. Hence it has to continue to develop all its natural resources with 
foreign assistance. Paradoxically, the lack of oil has had a favorable side 
in pushing it along this path. If we were to discover any, the economic take- 
off would be guaranteed and numerous problems would be removed. 


9064 
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MOROCCO 


ARTICLE ON BERBER PROBLEM DEBATED 


Advocate of Secession Criticized 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 244, 26 Jul 82 pp 10-11 


{Article by Mahjoubi Ahardane; See also article by AL-DUSTUR: ‘Berber Opposi- 
tion Examined;'"' JPRS 081658, No 2611, pp 51-53 30 Aug 82] 


[Text] The article appearing on page 27 of issue No 240 of your magazine under 
the title, "Who Is Calling upon the Berbers To Secede from Morocco?" is an 
article that would catch the attention of every Moroccan who is concerned about 
his homeland, and it would cause him to become perplexed. This is because it is 
an article that advocated unrest by inciting sedition and creating confusion. The 
author of the article turned away from the message of journalism and allowed 
himself to make erroneous analyses and biased conclusions from which I can deduce 
that he is seeking [the following]: 


1. To damage the unity of the Moroccan people. 


2. To distort historical facts about the struggle of Morocco and the Moroccan 
people and about the social structure of the Moroccan people. 


3. To eftect an erroneous and a biased interpretation of the principles of the 
Popular Movement for the purpose of showing it as a racist movement even though 
it iS a progressive national movement defending the authenticity of the Moroccan 
people and maintaining a steadfast posture in the face of imported ideas and 
destructive ideologies. 


[ft these contrived intentions which are implied in that explosive article 
manifest themselves in slandering those who gave up what is dear and precious to 


serve their country and its unity and [to promote] the survival of that unity 
under an indivenous and a constitutional monarchy, they are also clearly manifes- 
ted in the author's fluctuations and contradictions. The author sometimes makes 


some claims which he contradicts when making other claims. He continues to 
contradict himself in this fashion from the beginning of his article to the end, 
without evidence, logic and proof. Since I consider myself above becoming engaged 
in a futile debate with the author of this article, I will only mention below 
some of the contradictions he made. These may provide the evidence to show that 
he was not writing a news article but rather an article advocating division and 


separation. 
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‘. Among the delusions and illusions that are claimed by the author of the 
article is that establishment of a Moroccan state for the Berbers is being called 
tor. At the same time he says that those whom he accuses of this contemptible 
crime took part in election campaigns and in government. Does the author of the 
biased article think that Moroccans who preserved the unity of their country ever 
since the dawn of Islam will allow themselves to enter into such mazes, 
participating in the \awful, democratic life [of the country] and calling tor 
secession. Such a methed would be illegitimate and no Moroccan, no matter who he 
is, would pursue it. 


2. The author of the article claims that Ahardane, whom he considers one of the 
architects of Morocco's independence, tried to destroy that independence. Is it 
reasonable that a person would destroy what he had built? At any rate, Ahardane 
is known for his loyalty to his homeland, his king and his people before and 
after independence. Ahardane will remain true to his principles despite those who 
used their struggle under the mandate as a commodity, trading it to earn a living 
atter independence. 


3. The author of the article describes the Popular Movement as a rebellious move- 
ment, forgetting or pretending to forget that it is a national movement that 
developed from the hearts of the Moroccan people who adhere to freedom and oppose 
deviation and narrow partisanship. The birth of the movement was the principal 
reason behind the promulgation of the public liberties edict in Morocco. Is the 
call for freedom considered rebellion in your book? Then, if the Popular Movement 
is a rebellious movement, what is the secret of its survival until today as a 
recognized organization taking part in parliament and in government? 


4. The author of the article makes further claims that Ahardane "spent years 
pursuing [his objectives] and his wiles before becoming one of the main figures 
ot government in Morocco." What, one wonders, does he mean by "pursuing [his 
objectives} and his wiles?" This is total ignorance of the Popular Movement that 
has ever since its birth placed itself in a position to serve the country and the 
throne without conditions and prevarications. This has been its course whether in 
Rovernment or outside it. But Ahardane, as secretary general of the Popular 
Movement, has always been one of the main figures of government in his country 
because he serves his people and his king. History will attest to that, and only 
ungratetul, malicious people would deny it. Does the author of the article think 
that he knows Moroccans better than they know themselves and each other so as to 
allow himself to suggest that everybody, including successive governments since 
the dawn of independence and until today, fell for Ahardane's trick. It is known 
that Ahardane has never carried out a secret action. Ahardane did and still does 
make his proposals, which seek the public interest, publicly. He makes those 
proposals in their natural setting, where they ought to be made. Where then is 
the logic behind that claim? 


»s Anardane is described as having failed to rally the members of the Popular 
‘ovement which ranks third among more than 10 national parties. Is it possible to 
lescribe an orpzani zation that enjoys such rank and such clout as a failure? 

H. In its tirst editorial AMAZIGH Magazine called upon educated citizens to con- 
tribute their articles and their opinions to the mayazine. The editorial called 


for a dialogue whose purpose would be to discuss all educational, cultural and 
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other subjects that had to do with the history and present reality of Morocco. 
Since the unknown author of the editorial claims that "the vast majority of the 
Moroccan people are displeased with the direction of this magazine," why doesn't 
he and others [who think as he does} show their displeasure on the pages of that 
magazine? First, this is considered somewhat cowardly; | second |, it is anda 
failure to fulfill one's duty. 


7. Ahardane induced his entire family to join the Popular Movement and to serve 
the country in various ways among which is publishing articles in the magazine, 
AMAZIGH and in other magazines as well. Although such an action is considered 
commendable in and of itself, it is considered by the author of the article 
censurable. For the Ahardane family it is seen as a failure, and the author 
reprimands Ahardane for that. This is curious logic indeed! 


8. The correspondent described Ouzzine Ahardane as "a young man who is unrelated 
to politics."' This is ignorance of a fact: this young man is a family man who has 
been the leader of the Popular Youth Organization for 4 years. He heads the 
organization's regional conferences and various meetings, and he has a number of 
educated young men with him who are aware of their responsibilities and who 
believe in the unity of their country. They are not people who can be taken in by 
tricks and who can be charmed by such separatist ideas as those mentioned in the 
article. These young people are opposed to any separation; they are in their 
country treely without restraints and restrictions. 


In addition, the author of the article is fully aware of the fact that politics 
(is an activity] that is not restricted to people of a certain age. As knowledge- 
able as he is about Morocco's affairs, he also knows that there are men in our 
parliament who are younger than Ouzzine Ahardane. 


9, In the course of his discussion of the magazine, AMAZIGH, the author of the 
article refers to Muslim Arab Morocco. Although I do not wish to become engaged 
in a tutile debate to disclose his malicious intent, I would call his attention 
to the tact that Islam treated all Muslims as equals and as brothers. In this 
regard God Almighty says in His Book, ''Believers are brothers."' In the same 
regard the Prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation said, "An Arab is 
better than a non-Arab only if he is more pious than a non-Arab." 


If the author of the article really believed in Islam and in its noble princi- 
ples, he would have to realize that Islam does not compare Muslims to see which 
Muslims are better, and it does not accept any discrimination among them. He 
should know that the fact that Moroccans believe in Islam and worship its noble 
principles provides the wuarantee for their unity and tor the fact that they 
would stand as one rank against all ideas of secession regardless ot their 


SOUTCES. 


lO. In his discussion ot the Berber edict, the correspondent allowed himself to 
make erroneous analyses. His purpose in doing so was to make the statements that 
he made and to conclude that that edict had been opposed by a particular party 
and by particular individuals. This statement falsifies history and distorts the 
truth. This edict which is a colonialist law, harboring the thoughts and the 
spirit ot colonialists, caused concern among all Moroccans in all the areas of 
the country without exception, and all Moroccans were implacably opposed to it. 
With their bodies and their faith in their unity and in the unity of their 
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country they faced the guns ot colonialism under the banner of Islam and under 
the glorious ‘Alawi throne. Therefore, Moroccans will never allow any particular 
party to control their struggle and to set themselves up as their guardian. 


ll. In his meanderings the author of the article mentions what is happening in 
the language area outside Morocco. This author whose thoughts are never clouded 
because he is privy to all secrets, compares, analyzes and justifies [his 
statements]. It is time for him to know, as ignorant as he is of the principles 
of the Popular Movement, that this movement did not haphazard!y call its group in 
parliament indigenous. [This term was used to describe that group] because it is 
intellectually and structurally a national organization that opposes all imported 
toreign [ideas] and obtrusive ideologies. it is an organization that rejects 
plunder. The Popular Movement strongly believes that Morocco's values, its 
indigenous components and its cultural heritage have enough resistance power to 
contront all challenges. The Popular Movement believes that Moroccans have enough 
ingenuity and genius to probe all subjects no matter how thorny they may be and 
to discuss them with a patriotic spirit that ensures everyone's rights. 


12. Because of the madness that struck his heart, the author's pen, and perhaps 
even his thoughts, lapsed and he proceeded to compare the Moroccan and the French 
people to determine which were better. He described the French people as under- 
standing and aware, while he described [the people of ] his country--forgive me, 
the people of Morocco--in shameful and pejorative terms. He said, "Ic is the 
op.nion of concerned persons in Morocco that offering such a service to Moroccan 
public opinion was tantamount to offering a meat dish to a nursing baby." What 
happened to the glorious feats of Morocco? Where is the culture and the character 
of Morocco in this contemptible description which we do not accept and do not 


allow? 


12. Ouzzine Ahardane was released after the truth became evident and talsehood 
was extinyvuished. It became evident that the movement and its members cannot 
possibly stab their country in the back. Ahardane, however, assumed his respon- 
sibility tully, and he will always do so so he can provide the rising generations 
with a guiding light he is confident about and he believes is sound and 
unblemished because that light was born on Moroccan soil as Ahardane's followers 
chanted, "God, country, king!"' This is the slogan of the Popular Movement and the 
slogan tor all its struggles and its fighters throughout Morocco from the harbor 
to (al-Kawirah). 


1G. the author of the article contradicts himself several times when he talks 
avout the Moroccan yovernment. He telis us at the ovtset that the government 
assumed its respansibilities, but then in the middle ot his article he says that 
the vovernment's silence about the magazine, AMAZIGH was attributed to the joint 
liability of government agencies. At the end of his article, he called for an end 
te coordination among government agencies. In our opinion all these insinuations 





are considered blatant interventions in the atfairs of others, and they also zo 
ve yond the domain ot the press and border on inciting sedition. Moreover, the 
mithor ot the article does not conceal his wishes that internal matters in 
forocco become entangled, forgetting that the king, the government and the people 
of Morocco stand united against every conspiracy that targets our human or 
veographic unity. the Moroccan consensus that developed egainst every rift that 


occurred throughout the history of their country is the pvpreatest evidence of what 


l am Saying. 














The Tamazight language, which is the language of all Moroccans because it stems 
from the old culture they inherited, has earned interest and protection that 
approach a national consensus. His Highness King Hassan I1, who symbolizes the 
unity of the country, has devoted his generous attention and protection to that 
language on many national and private occasions. 


A language that enjoys such favor cannot under any circumstances need advocates 
ot division or advocates of separation unless those advocates had deviated from 
the national consensus. And we have nothing to do with those who have deviated 
trom the national consensus. 


Mahjoubi Ahardane 
Secretary General of the Popular Movement 


Reply to Ahardane's Commentary 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 245, 2 Aug 82 p & 
‘Editorial } 


Text | In the past issue of AL-DUSTUR we printed a reply from Mr Mahjoubi 
Ahardane, Morocco's minister of state and secretary general of the Moroccan 
Popular Movement, to an article that had been previously published by AL-DUSTUR. 


Because we are committed to the principle of an open dialogue, because we are 
concerned about assuring the Moroccan politician that nothing in our article was 
intended to suggest that we were assuming a certain posture on his movement, and 
|because we wish to state] that not everything that was stated in his reply was 
truthtul, we wish to assure Mr Ahardane and our readers of the following matters: 


First, the principles of AL-DUSTUR Magazine are those otf unity and nationalism. 
In its coverage otf Morocco, the magazine supported the struggle of the Moroccan 
people for the unity of their soil. It provided Moroccan politicians with a chan- 
nel so they can convey through its pages to Arab readers in all their countries 
their messages and their points of view. Among those politicians who used 
AL-DUSTUR as a platform was Mr Mahjoubi Ahardane himself who had an article in 
the magazine that came out on 22 November 1981. This provides confirmation for 
our plan whose only concern is the unity and Arab character of Morocco. 


Second, our approach to the analysis we made of the subject was purely jour- 
nalistic. Our only sources were those tacts that were available to us in our 
tiles and our documents. If our subject was misunderstood, then AL-DUSTUR has 
heen unjustly treated on the basis of the fact that the language, the journalism 
and the proven historical aspect of the matter have been misunderstood. 


sc did not state that Ahardane tried to destroy independence as he alleges in his 


reply we did. What we did say, and we quote, was this: "Ahardane was arrested in 
the early years of independence and charyed with attempting to destroy inbdepen- 
lence." This was the charge |against him] that is mentioned in the documents ot 
the Popular Movement that we have. This charge was made against Ahardane when the 
prosecution in the district of Fes accused him, Dr El Khatib and Abdallah El 
Wakuti of that crime in 1958 and arrested them for that reason. 
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We also did not say that the Popular Movement was a rebellious movement, as our 
Statement was interpreted by Mr Ahardane. What we said in the same context as 
that of the previous paragraph, and we quote, was this: “establishing a movement 
that has been described as...rebellious." 


Mr Ahardane alleges that the author of the article talked about "a call for the 
creation of a Moroccan state for Berbers,'"' but there is absolutely nothing on 
that subject in the article. 


The pursuit [of objectives] and the prevarications that preceded Mr Ahardane's 
assumption of responsibility, [may be described as] a noble political trait and 
as politics in action, |respectively]. Mr Ahardane spent about 7 years in what 
resembled an opposition posture: he was not engaged in any government activity. 


Our one-line reference to the failure of the Popular Movement to rally its 
members is based on the successive resignations of members. We have documents to 
that effect among which are [the following}: 


A. Dr El Khatib lett the movement with half of its members and established the 
Democratic Popular Movement. 


RB. Former minister, Haddou Echiguer and his followers left the movement and 
joined the Liberal party. 


GC. The separation that took place on 30 September 1979 about which we received a 
statement from Mr Idriss Belhoucine, Mr Mohamed Mouatassim, Mr Yahia Bentoumarte 
and Mr Mohamed Khadraoui. 


D. Former minister of communications, Mr Mohamed Nasir left the party. Our maga- 
zine referred to his attempt to establish a new party. 


These happenings were published by all the newspapers of the world, especially 
the French newspaper, LE MONDE. 


Contrary to what Mr Ahardane stated in his reply, what we said about the Berber 
edict did not allude to a specitic agency or to specific individuals. What we 
said, and we quote, was this: "National demonstrations...during which a number of 


people lost their Lives. The late Allal El Fassi, the founder of the Independence 
Party, was leading the demonstrators." This is a historical fact that is 
mentioned in a number of historical sources, such as the book by historian, 


Charles Andre Julien. The Popular Movement was not established till 1958. 


Third, because of its objectives our magazine has no aspirations for interfering 
in Morocco's internal attairs, nor does it have any preferences for any trend or 
choice. On the contrary, AL-DUSTUR was the first magazine to publish, in the 
ssuce that came out on 3 May 1982, an article by Moroccan author and journalist 


‘ustapha Alaoul in which he called upon Arabs to correct their ideas about the 
Merbers of Morocco. Mr Alaout said, "The Berbers are the allies of Musa ibn 
Nusayr the conqueror ot Andalusia. They are the grandchildren of the Berber Yusut 
(on Tashtin, the leader of the Lamtunah Muslim nation. They are a most 

honorable and a most admirable people. They ailied themselves with Islam, and 
they conquered Andalusia. Today, they are the best allies and supporters of the 


Islamic, Arab state." 
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Fourth, when Mr Ahardane mentioned in his reply that "the Tamazight language was 
the language of all Moroccans," we checked the preamble to the constitution of 
the Kingdom of Morocco. We found that the constitution stated that "The Kingdom 
of Morocco is a sovereign Islamic state; its official language is Arabic and it 
is part of the Great Arab Maghreb." 


We hope that Mr Ahardane and all Moroccan politicians will continue to think well 
of AL-DUSTUR. We hope the magazine will continue to serve as an open platform 
from which they can promote their ideas and opinions and defend the unity of 
Moroccan territories. 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


IRON, STEEL PLANT--In a statement to the Qatari weekly magazine AL-'AHD, 
Qatari Finance and Oil Minister Shaykh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn Khalifah al Thani 
said that the iron and steel plant in Qatar is the first integrated factory 
from the technological point of view in the Gulf and Middle East. He added 
that its current annual production of iron rods is 479,000 tons. [GF011010 
Manama WAKH in Arabic 1400 GMT 31 Aug 82] 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


SAUDI PAPER URGES U.S. TO SUPPORT ARAB PEACE PLAN 
GF121354 Riyadh AL-RLYAD in Arabic 12 Sep 82 pp l, 18 
[Editorial: "Advice to the United States" ] 


[Excerpts] From our modest journalistic position, and out of our belief that 
peace is a new and desired strategy to resolve the Middle East crisis, we ad- 
vise the United States. We proffer this advice that is mixed with the aspir- 
ations of the peoples of the area who look forward to a just, secure and 
stable peace after having suffered the trials of war and an abhorrent imper- 
ialist injustice. We proffer this advice to the United States because the FES 
summit has decided to send a delegation of Arab leaders to the United States 
to persuade it to adopt a just and acceptable formula for peace in the region. 


The recent war in which the diabolical Zionist war machine has attacked the 
Palestinian and Lebanese presence in Beirut has proved that it is the United 
States alone which is implementing its decisions in the area, in light of a 
Soviet absence that has been agreed upon within the framework of the new inter- 
national strategy. 


(lus the time is very opportune for the United States to gain acceptance in 
the area, particularly as the recent FES resolutions have brought together all 
Arab political parties and trends--the friends of the United States as well as 
its opponents--toge-her in a new stand that has evolved with the new U.S. 
attempt to establish peace in the region through Reagan's proposals. 


The Arabs have moved in the FES summit from the battle fronts to a dialogue 

of peace trom the policy of slogans to a policy of realism and reason. The 
\rabs need to concentrate on developing their countries and devote their ener- 
vies to industrialization and creativeness after they have been misled for many 
years by glittery slogans. This alone is bound to place the new Arab stand on 
the same path as that taken by the United States intermationally--a line that 
seems to combat the Soviets in the region, particularly in view of the indig- 
nation of tue Arab and Muslim world when the communist bear invaded a Muslim 
country and persisted in its occupation of that country, threatening the 
security of the peoples of the area. The Soviet objective is to reach the 


warm waters ot the Gulf. 
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The Arab rejectionists have at last awakened to the fact of the Soviet 
strategic evasion. Some people were calling for a Soviet presence in the region 
to achieve a strategic balance in the face of Israel and the United States, 
while the comrades in the Kremlin were sending "cards for red roses" to the 
Palestinian comrades who were under Israeli fire and were offering to transport 
"Arafat on the special yacht of ideology to Moscow as a solution to the siege 

of Beirut. 


The United States must realize these new Arab factors and review its sympathe- 
tic stand toward Israel--a stand that has reached the level of full partnership. 


Yes, the United States--with its centers of studies, strategy and effectiveness 
on the economic and information levels--must realize that to break the Arab 
eggs in order to preserve the Israeli egg is no longer politically and stra- 


2 


tegically wise. 


The pretext to which Zionist politicians and financiers resort in the United 
States--that an expansionist and colonialist Israeli presence is a security 
need to confront the communist threat, or to safeguard U.S. interests in the 
region--is, in addition to being a ridiculous imperialist and racist logic, 

no longer acceptable, particularly as the Arab regimes are now responsible for 
safeguarding their national security. Therefore, the strategy of interests 
should not be based on an imperialist logic but on mutual respect among 
countries. 


The Arab people who, in view of their Islamic and national makeup, have rejected 
the communist presence are capable of confronting the communist threat in the 
region which Israel claims to be combatting. 


The United States is now capable of establishing new relationships with all 
the Arab countries, and with the Palestinian state that has been proposed in 
the Arab peace plan formulated by the FES summit. This alone can establish 
calm and stability in the Middle East. 


The Arabs hope to see the principles of the American revolution and the doc- 
trines of Wilson, the liberator of reoples, and Abraham Lincoln, the liberator 
of slaves, formulated within a new framework, whereby the America of 100 years 
azo will come to the support directions that always run counter to American 
interests and contrary to an acceptable U.S. presence in the region. 


We say this and we are full of hope that the United States will receive the 
Arab delegation in Washington to resolve the crisis in the region by agreeing 
on a peace plan that will achieve justice and stability for all the countries 
that must have the right to live in peace. 


CSO: 4400 /474 

















SAUDI ARABIA 


SAUDI PAPERS COMMENT ON RESULTS OF SUMMIT 
FGO91417 Nanama WAKH in Arabic 0825 GMT 9 Sep 82 


[Excerpt] Manama, 9 Sep (WAKH)--Saudi papers show extreme interest in the 
summit conference and the results of the meeting that will lead to ensuring 
Arab solidarity in the supreme national interest of the Arab nation's issues. 


Under the headline: "Why Did the Summit Succeed?" AL-JAZIRAH refers to the 
eftorts exerted before and during the summit which ensured this great success. 
The paper adds that this success will have an immediate and future effect on 
the Arab nation following the prolonged schism that accompanied that was about 
to lead to a state of hopelessness. The paper indicates that following the 
disaster of Lebanon and its predicted results, since the circumstances neces- 
sitated that this summit be held and that it be successful. 


'Ukaz notes that the FES summit has revealed a new Arab policy that is character- 
ized by serenity and reason in tackling matters and dealing with fateful Arab 
issues. The paper adds: The grave challenges that face the Arab nation gave 

the summit no other choice but to adopt a unified Arab stance that directs all 
the energies and capabilities and Arab resources toward recovering the usurped 
Arab Palestinian rights. 


AR-RIYAD praises the role adopted by His Majesty King Fahd Ibn ‘Abd al-'Aziz 
in the direction of ending the differences that took root in the Arab world 
and reached their climax in the form of the disappearance of a unified Arab 
stance vis-a-vis the most dangerous imperialist aggression undertaken by the 
Zionist enemy through the incursion of Beirut. The paper adds that the 
Valestinian position would not have been clear had it not been for the diplo- 
matic efforts, continuous contacts and consultations which Fahd held in FES 
with the aim of achieving an Arab unanimity before the Zionist enemy. 


CSO: 4400/474 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


REAGAN PLAN OPENS PROSPECTS OF SERIOUS DIALOGUE 
LD122142 Riyadh Domestic Service in Arabic 2000 GMT 12 Sep 82 
[Ahmad Harir commentary |! 


[Excerpts] Reports speak of disagreement between the Zionist entity in occu- 
pied Palestine and a number of American Jewish organizations concerning U.S. 
President Reagan's initiative to bring peace to the Middle East. 


If we are to judge by appearances, we shall be like someone who deceives himself 
with the mirage of a hope which will not come true. 


This being the case, why is annoyance expressed at the disagreement with the 
[Israeli entity? The indisputable truth is that Zionism, which dominated the 
U.S. information media, during the stage of Beirut, lost its domination over 
some of these media. This has resulted in the fact that some information 
leaked about the barbarism of the Israeli forces against the civilians with 
the use of destructive U.S. weapons. 





Then came the Arab peace plan, which is regarded the first true presentation 
of a just and comprehensive peace in the Middle East; it was like a nail in 
the coffin of Zionist domination over information in the United States. This 
being the case, it became necessary to have a Zionist move which would hold 
beiny solely responsible for the crimes which were committed in Lebanon in an 
effort to contain people's reactions in the United States, just as was the 
case during the Vietnam War when the U.S. administration was forced to look 
everywhere for an outlet from this (?crisis). 

What Zionism fears is for a change now to take place in U.S. public opinion, 
which would embark on putting pressure so as to halt U.S. aid to the Zionist 
entity. Therefore, it has resorted to (?blaming) Begin who, it said, did not 
deal correctly with the U.S. administration when he hastily rejected the U.S. 
plan, which underlined the reality about Israel, a usurping entity which is 
based on terrorism and which does not respect the principles of international 
law, as if it exists in a jungle which is isolated from this world. Hence the 
positiveness of the diplomatic move by [word indistinct] Arab information, 
and also the importance of the role of the Arab League through its worldwide 
offices, in close cooperation with Arab intormation so as to make available 
an intensified effort which goes hand in hand with the Arab diplomatic move 
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and which paves the way for this move to attain an American stance which is 
closer still the Arab peace concept, particularly after the change which 
appeared through President Reagan's plan to resolve the Palestinian problem. 
This change, although it has not met the Arab viewpoint, just the same opens 

up the prospect of serious dialogue when viewpoints are clearly presented on the 
basis that the Zionist entity does not only constitute a threat to the Arabs, 
but also threatens to destroy the world interests in this extremely important 
region. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


SAUDI COMMENTARY ON REACTION TO ARAB PEACE PLAN 
LD112310 Riyadh Domestic Service in Arabic 2000 GMT 11 Sep 82 
[Commentary by Salih Hasan al-Tuwayjiri] 


[Text] A statement by the Foreign Ministry of the Israeli enemy stated that 

the peace plan endorsed by the 12th Arab summit conference in FES is aimed at 
destroying the Zionist entity in stages. It is only natural that the government 
of the Israeli enemy should feel such a uegree of anxiety and alarm so long as 
it considers the West Bank and the Gaza Strip as a part of the Zionist entity, 
because the establishment of a Palestinian state there constitutes a barrier 

to the Zionist ambitions to seize more Arab territories. These ambitions were 
revealed in the statements by the enemy's war minister, ‘Ariel Sharon, in which 
he declared that his forces occupying Lebanese territory will not leave Lebanon 
whether Lebanon signs a peace treaty or not. 


The frenzied statements by the leaders of the Zionist entity show that this 
entity is incapable of facing the challenge presented by the Arab peace initia- 
tive, because it has no justification for its presence in occupied Palestine 
over the ruins of the people of Palestine, who were expelled from their land 
with the force of aggression and conspiracy. At a time when the Arab will was 
united on a clearly defined plan of action unprecedented in the history of tne 
Arab-Israeli conflict since 1948, U.S. President Ronald Reagan presented his 
proposals for solving the Palestinian question, which Israel has rejected, just 
as it has rejected the Arab peace plan, despite the fact that the U.S. proposals 
tail to fully satisfy the aspirations of the Arab nation for the way to peace. 
However, they undoubtedly represent a new trend in the United States, which has 
a concept cf a solution. ‘his tends to make one believe in the possibility of 
conducting, a constructive Arab cialogue with the United States that would ulti- 
mately lead to a U.S. conviction that it would be futile to continue to back 
Israel, since it is the source of danger which threatens peace in the Middle 
Kast. 


From the reactions to the Arab peace plan, it can be said that the countries 

of Europe agree on many points with the Arab concept of peace, particularly 
with regard to the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination and 

to the establishment of their own independent state on their land, a fact 

which was not available a tew years ago. There is no doubt that the U.S. trend 
toward solving the Palestinian question will be developed to the same degree as 
that presently declared Western concept. 


'e) 











It is known that in all its points the Arab peace plan was based on the peace 
plan presented by King Fahd Ibn Abd al-'Aziz last year out of his careful 
assessment of the events in the region, which confirm that if Isra | was 

capable of aggression and of alleging that it was for selfdefense, then by 
rejecting the just and comprehensive peace and its insistence on denying the 
right of the Palestinian people, who it had deprived of their land and property, 
it unconsciously exposed itself to world public opinion, except from its racist- 
Zionist feature, which is based on aggression and terrorism. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


COST OF LIVING DECLINE--Saudi Arabia has registered a 0.4 per cent decline in 
its cost of living index during the second quarter of the current fiscal year, 
compared with the first quarter. A report said the decline in the cost of 
living was the outcome of decrease in prices. [Text] [GFO11341 Manama GULF 
DAILY NEWS in English 1 Sep 82 p 5] 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


LONG STAPLE COTTON--The al-Jazirah and al-Manaqil project began planting long 
staple cotton yesterday over an area of 370,000 feddans. Dr Nasr-al-Din 
Muhammad Nasr-al-Din, the project's agricultural director, told AL-AYYAM 

that planting al-akala cotton in an area of 120,000 feddans will be completed 
by the end of this week at the latest. In addition, 120,000 feddans of 

beans have been planted. He added that crop rotation for the current season 
accounted for 1.45 million feddans of the project's total area, which amounts 
to 2.1 million feddans. On another matter AL-AYYAM has learned that the al- 
Jazirah management has recently been making a persistent effort together 
with the responsible parties of the state to furnish herbicides and pesticides 
which will cost $360 million to finance. They will be imported from four 
American and European companies. According to news reports engineers and 
agronomists in al-Rahad are working strenuously to overcome the problems in 
electrical power that are occurring, and the difficulties associated with 

the delayed flooding of the al-Rahad River. Accordingly, 265,000 feddans out 
of a total area of 300,000 feddans will be cultivated. Of this 135,000 
feddans will be devoted to cotton. Planting has already begun at the other 
projects~-Abu Ni'amah and 'Asliyah. According to information available to 
AL-AYYAM the situation of these projects is encouraging. [Text] [Khartoum 
AL-AYYAM in Arabic 26 Jul 82 p 1] 9123 


SOCIAL SERVICES IN AL-JAZIRAH--Mr 'Abd-al-'Azim Muhammad Husayn, chairman of 
the board and governor of the al-Jazirah project, held a meeting last week 

in an office in Barakat with the chairman and members of the executive office 
of the al-Jazirah and al-Manaqil Federation of Farmers. Social service 
officials, officials in the accounting office and the legal consultant were 
also present. The participants discussed the future of social services in 
the project following the dissolution of the communal system and substitution 
of a new individual accounting system. One percent of the total income from 
cotton for the 198i and 132 seasons was allocated for social services. 

This amounts to approximately 1.5 million pounds. At the meeting it was 
decided that a social services board of directors should be established with 
representation from the farmers’ union, the project's administrat‘ve personnel, 
[social] services [personnel], the governor of al-Jazirah and ~he government 
of the central region. The purpose of this will be to devise operating 
policies tor the bureau of social services. This board will pay for social 
service projects on the condition that its term will not exceed two years, 
during which time the previous relationship between the management and the 
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social services will he determined in its new situation. The farmers’ union 
will soon submit this idea to the al-Jazirah project's board of directors. 
in addition, at the beginning of the meeting the governor of the al-Jazirah 
project spoke about the importance of social work. He said that the farmers 
and the management Lad a particular interest in social services. He said 
that the state had received tens of millions in financial assistance from 
the World Bank to combat endemic diseases such as bilharzia and malaria, 
provide drinking water and to maintain wells as part of a plan to revitalize 
the project. The governor also praised the outstanding role being played 
by the Department of Adult Education in promoting local social development 
by combatting illiteracy, establishing youth organizations and providing 
information on home economics, and in its concern with women, children and 
maternity. [Text] [Khartoum AL-AYYAM in Arabic 26 Jul 82 p 1} 9123 
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TUNISIA 


PROMOTION OF CRAFTS, SMALL BUSINESSES RECOVERING FROM SLOW START 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 5 Jul 82 p 2 


{Article based on research by Barouni and Marouki: "Difficulties in Getting 
Started" ] 


[Text] From Jendouba to Gaves, and from Bizerte to Kassarine, everywhere in 
the republic, crafts and small businesses play an important role in the 
country’s economic life. First of all, they employ a considerable number of 
people, primarily specialized; they help preserve the national heritage; and 
to some degree they contribute to promoting our economy to the extent that 
they involve other sectors (animal husbandry, leather, minerals...). 


In order to encourage crafts and small businesses, excluding mercantile 
activities, a special fund was established by Law 81/76 of 9 April 1981, the 
FNPAPM [National Fund for the Advancement of Crafts and Small Businesses]. 


Fifteen months have already passed. We have thus felt it worthwhile to 
evaluate the progress, to examine the results thus far. 


First, what is the role of the fund? As we have already explained (see LA 
PRESSE of 10 November 1981), the law authorizes the FNPAPM to grant loans of 
10,000 and 20,000 dinars to anyone of Tunisian nationality who wants to 
expand or establish his own business. There is a list of the various 
activities in which the fund is involved. It includes all the traditional 
craft trades but also the various small businesses from mechanic to carpenter 
to hairdresser, thus covering a broad range of vocations. 


When a number of craftsmen and others were contacted, they expressed enthusiasm 
ibout this initiative, which they regarded as encouraging and very beneficial 
in detail and intent. Nevertheless, on the practical level a number of 
problems have arisen. 


\part from those who took no interests, either out of conviction or lack of 
interest, there was first the problem of location. Abdellatif, a jewel 
craftsman, a bachelor, works with two apprentices in one room of an “oukala" 
which is threatening to fall down from one day to the next. He said: "I 
would like very much to receive assistance from the FNPAPM, but unfortunately 
my location, as you can see, prevents me from doing so." Other craftsmen 
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have not been able to obtain the certificate of location because they Say, 
"it appears that this area of the souks is going to be demolished." They 
work somewhere behind the Rue Jamaa Ezzitouna. 


As for Amor B., a young cabinetmaker, he does not intend to leave his location. 
"I have customers who come to me right here and if I changed location I would 
run a strong risk of losing my clientele, although I do need a new machine 
which I cannot pay for by myself and my shop is so cramped..." 


Another problem, and not the least, is money. Many thought at the beginning 
that all you had to do was establish your file and then go by the bank to pick 
up the money. However, any promoter of a project for 10,000 dinars or less, 
for example, has to qualify for a personal loan of at least 10 percent of the 
funds applied for. 


However, in many cases it is personal capital that is lacking, as explained 
by another jewel craftsman, married and father of five children: "Yes, I 
have a good bit of money in the bank; it is my operating fund: I could not 
tie it up because I would not be able to work any longer. How and with what 
would I buy the gold and silver that I needed?" There are many others who 
Say the same thing. A carpenter who is married and father of three children 
told me: "The bank asked me not to touch my balance for at least 6 months, 
but that is not possible; it is my sole capital and the basis of my income. 
[ have children to feed, and also my father and mother to care for." 


A third problem hindering effective functioning of the FNPAPM seems to be the 
preparation of the file required by the banks, and the administrative delays 
and long wait before requests are processed. 


A young engraver told us: "For a whole month I have been going from one 
administrative office to another collecting all the necessary papers. To think 
that they even asked for my marriage license and a military deferment!" 


/ coppersmith, working in one of the alleys of Souk El Blat, said: "I have now 
completed the file. I plan to work on my own in Hajeb Laayoun. I wiil hire 
three or four apprentices. I have the location, money, everything, but for 

6 months I have been waiting for the credit, which doesn't arrive." 


In summary, between the delay, disappointment or disinterest, the craftsmen 
and other occupations continue to produce with the resources they have in the 
hope of a better tomorrow. 


On the other hand, the main lenders of the funds, the bankers, are not idle 
either. According to Ali Majoul, head of the STB [Tunisian Banking Company] 
credit department: "Our bank has met half of all the requests thus far from 
throughout the country, and you can confirm this at the Central Bank, if 

you wish." "Adding that "the main points are to state the occupation, the 
number of employees who will be involved, and also meet certain basic 


vyuarantees." 


For this purpose, a current bank account is necessary. "This establishes a , 


& 
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contact between the bank and the individual." Another condition is "good 
moral reputation" of applicants for credit. As for the file, it includes a 
written application, a signed and certified commitment of responsibility to 
manage the project, a copy of the occupational diploma or an affidavit of 
competency, the pro forma invoices of material to be bought, and an estimate 
quotation on cost of installations, construction and furnishing. 


Documents needed tor extension are a copy of the license, a list of material 
on hand and its value, the pro forma invoices, a credit application and an 
intormation form to be filled out. 


Concerning the delays and the waiting, Mr Majoul explained that the law 
requires a response to a credit application within a month. "It was 
difficult starting out, but today things are going much better. Turndowns 
have most often been for the reason of profitability. However, as I have 
already mentioned, we have thus far granted some 200 loans to hairdressers, 
dressmakers, carpenters, masons, garage mechanics and weavers. Many other 
applications are being processed." 


The BNT [Tunisian National Bank] official responsible, Hamda B. Chedli, 
reports that out of 60 files received, 16 were approved, 20 turned down 
because of inadequate guarantees, and 24 are still being studied. 


Explaining the slowness and processing delays of FNPAPM, Mr Chedli explained: 
"The bottleneck was first in setting up an adequate structure, and also in 
applicant loan guarantees. We worked at least 3 months on decentralizing 
decisions, and a great deal of time was spent in preparing the formalities 
for granting of loans and setting up a guarantees system." 


"It takes time to set up a well-organized structure, and it is important to 
remember that FOPRODI [Industrial Decentralization and Promotion Fund] was 
created in 1975, but it was not until 3 years later in 1978 that it began to 
operate, "he added, exp.aining, however, that "all the lost time will be made 
up once the decentralization is completed." 


"IL can now say that we have everything we need, in particular a service which 
will be assigned to follow up and train the promoters. Thus, as of June we 
have issued 85,000 dinars, and we are estimating the awarding of about 242,000 
dinars in the third and fourth quarters." 


Mr B. Chedli also said that he is planning a series of meetings with BNT office 
chiefs to inform them and explain to them procedures and conditions for 
wranting loans, with the objective of improving the fund's operation and 
etficienecyv. 


After these initial difficulties in getting underway, due mainly to the problems 
of setting up adequate services to insure the success of such a program, we 

hope that in the short or medium term the FNPAPM will have achieved at least 
part of its goal and be promoting crafts and small businesses, whose role in 

the economy needs no explanation. However, it does appear that there is a 

need tor an easing of procedures and particularly guarantees, because, after 
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all, this fund is intended for craftsmen and small businessmen who lack ready 
cash but are rich in ideas; also, the risks are not very great. 


A little more commitment on the part of the concerned banks would certainly 
help, for thetr mission is not only commercial but also social. 


Terms for Granting Loans 


In addition to the administrative formalities and the necessary security, any 
applicant for a loan of 10,000 dinars or less must demonstrate ability to make 
a personal cash contribution of at least 10 peicent of the investment in order 
to benefit from the repayable allocation, whose total will not exceed 90 
percent of the investment. In addition, the applicant will be eligible for 

a bank investment loan of 60 percent of the cost of the project. 


The financing plan must include at least 40 percent of investment (90 percent 
allocation and 10 percent applicant). 


In other words, for a 10,000-dinar project, the investment (40 percent) must 
be 4,000 dinars. The allocation will be a maximum of 90 percent of this, or 
3,600 dinars, and the contribution will be 400 dinars (10 percent of 
investment). Then the applicant can apply for a loan equivalent to 60 percent 
of the cost of the project, or 6,000 dinars. 


For projects 20,000 dinars and under, a savings repayment system was 
established by the law of 24 September 1981. The applicant must sign a 
savings contract at a bank which will enable him to set the self-financing 
total. At least 6 months after establishment of this total, the holder can 
obtain a medium-term bank loan. 


9920 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


SURPLUS FOOD EXPORTS--The UAE exported surplus fruit and vegetables last year 
for the first time in its history. In May alone, 8,893 tons of fruit and 
vegetables were shipped to Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Bahrain. The UAE has 
been pursuing a policy "to make the desert bloom," expanding the land under 
agricultural production at a rate of 20 percent a year. In 1980-81, land 
under cultivation totalled 28,790 hectares. [Excerpt] [GF041131 Manama 
CULF MIRROR in English 4 Sep 82 p 19] 


REFINED OIL PRODUCTS--The UAE will become self sufficient in refined oil prod- 
ucts with a surplus for export by the end of 1983, according to the Abu Dhabi 
National Oil Company. This will follow expansion work now in progress at the 
cost of $200 million. The expansion programme will increase the yield of 
refined products from 15,000 barrels daily at present to 75,000 barrels daily 
by July next year. [Text] [GF011337 Manama CULF DAILY NEWS in English 1 

Sep 82 p 5] 

DONATION TO ISLAMIC LEAGUE--UAE Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Rashid 
‘Abdallah has announced that the DAE has donated $1 million to the Islamic 


League which will have new headquarters in Naimey. [GF241928 Abu Dhabi 
WAM in Arabic 1915 GMT 24 Aug 82] 


cso: 4400/471 END 
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